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The Living Writing 
By the Rev. L. C. Littell 


HEN Pharaoh sat upon old Egypt’s throne 
And proudly reigned o’er all the Nilian land, 
Majestic grandeur rose at his command 
And flourished there. A Memphian wrote on sféne 
Of his great splendor, so that not alone 
The present, all might see his glorious hand. 
To this same end, a man of Nineveh planned 
On fire-tried bricks, to thus engrave what shone 
So brightly in his day. Behold the dust! 
It speaketh not of either. Galilee 
Saw One write on the ground. None then could see 
How glorious was he, or worthy trust ; 
But men to-day read o’er and o’er again 
His living writing on the souls of men. 


RUSHVILLE, ILL. 


The Music of Obstacles 


Obstacles ought to set us singing. The wind 
finds voice, not when rushing across the open sea, 
but when hindered by the outstretched arms of the 
pine trees, or broken by the fine strings of an AZolian 
harp. Then it has songs of power and beauty. Set 
your freed soul sweeping across the obstacles of life, 
through grim forests of pain, against even the tiny 
hindrances and frets that love uses, and it, too, will 
find its singing voice. 

Xx 


What Surrender Means 


Surrendering ourselves to Christ is sometimes 
spoken of as though it meant giving up something. 
To look upon it in that light is about as reasonable as 
to look upon an heir to a multi-million-dollar inheri- 
tance as called upon to make a sacrifice, because he 
must give up his poverty if he would accept his new 
wealth. The condition is inexorable ; there is no other 
altevnative ; he cannot keep both. So the little suf- 








ferers from hip-disease who were treated by Dr. Lorenz 
had to make a complete sacrifice of their outlook for 
permanent ill-health when they gave themselves up to 
his strong, loving hands; for restored strength they 
must surrender their disease. We do not emphasize 
the surrender of poverty and sickness in these cases ; 
we think more of the newly received wealth and health. 
How much less reasonable it is to talk about surrender 
and self-sacrifice when we give ourselves to Christ, as 
though the emphasis needed to be laid upon what we 
give up! We must give up certain things, to be sure : 
poverty, and sickness, and weakness, and sorrow, and 
assured failure, and self, —which is death, —and in re- 
turn we receive wealth, and abounding health, and 
power, and strength omnipotent, and joy and assured 
success, and Christ,—who is Life. It is the insanity 
of sin that dwells upon the hardship of surrender. 


aK 
Controlling Our Right Purposes 


Souls need controlling as surely as bodies, Even 
inspirations must be ruled by conscience and judg- 
ment. Good feelings, like good horses, have run 
away with a man and landed him ina ditch. Jesus 
taught the impulsive Peter that lesson, when, first be- 
ing unwilling to be washed at all, Peter then wanted 
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in the inspiration of a new situation to be washed too 
much, Paul wrote, ‘‘ The spirits of the prophets are 
subject to the prophets.’’ A father gives his boy a 
tennis racquet and ball; but he also shows him that 
even his quickest and hardest strokes must fall within 
certain fixed lines. Our Heavenly Father gives us 
great openings and equipments, but he has also set 
certain lines which we must watch in using them. 
Let the servants of the Lord serve him in the manner 
as well as in the purpose of their service. 


yd 
The Crisis of Every Day 


Times which seem black with foreboding, or 
heavy with discouragement, are not necessarily more 
critical than days of light and cheer. One day is no 
harder than another to God. But to us his chil- 
dren every day is a ccrisis. For a crisis is only a time 
of deciding, ‘‘a juncture on which depends a transi- 
tion to better or worse.’’ And we are more in danger 
of losing ground in the crises, or junctures, of happi- 
ness and prosperity, than at times when adversity 
drives us back to God. Here is a steadying thought 
for days of sunshine ; and here is comfort for days of 
darkness. There are no crises in God's powers, nor 
in God's love. 


~ 


A Prayer for a Heart-Garden 


N AN ancient Bible song there is a prayer to the 
winds that they may come with their wakening 
breath to blow upon a garden, and call out its 

beauty and sweetness : 


** Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south ; 
Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow 
out.’”’ 


The trees, plants, and flowers in the garden are still 
lying in the clasp of winter. We know how it is just 
before the spring comes. The trees are bare, but 
there are thousands of buds only waiting for the 
warmth of the sunshine to make them burst into 
foliage. The rosebushes are leafless and briery, 
without beauty, but it needs only spring’s genial air 
and gentle rains to clothe them in their marvelous 
loveliness. The fields are dreary and without life, 
but there are millions of grass-roots waiting only for 
the wooing of spring skies to grow up into gardens of 
verdure. It is such a picture as this that is suggested 
in the prayer to the winds. ‘‘ Awake, ye spring 
winds, and blow upon this wintry scene, to call out 
the beauty, the fragrance, the life.’’ 

Is not this also a picture of many of our lives? Are 
not our capacities and powers lying as if in unopened 
buds? Are we living at our best? Are our Christian 
lives as beautiful as they might be? Are we as thought- 
ful, as helpful to others, as obliging and kind, as we 
might be? Is there not need that we pray, ‘‘ Awake, 
O winds of God, and blow upon the winter-locked 
garden of my heart, that its chilled life may flow 
out’’ ? 

For thé Spirit of God alone can call out the gifts 
and powers of our lives. When Henry Martyn reached 
India, he wrote in his journal, ‘‘I desire to burn out 
for my Ged."’ Such a passion can be kindled only 
by thé divine breath. The beautiful qualities of 
Christian character are not merely natural graces, but 
fruits of the Spirit. Nothing will bring out the beauty 
of the gardens and fields after the chill of winter but 
the'warmth of the sun. Nothing but the love of God 
will woo out the spiritual powers and possibilities in 
us. Even the disciples of Christ, after being with 
him three years, were not ready for service until the 
Spirit breathed into their lives on the day of Pentecost. 





Two winds are invoked, or rather one wind in two 
kinds of effect. ‘*Awake, O north wind, and come, 
thou south !’’ In nature the chill north wind is 
needed to clear and purify the air. In spiritual life 
there is need also for the north wind to prepare for 
the breath of the south wind. 

There is the north wind of conviction. We must 
become conscious of our sins, and realize our need of 
salvation, before we are ready to turn to Christ. 
David became penitent, and said, ‘‘I have sinned,'’ 
before Nathan said to him, ‘‘ Jehovah also hath put 
away thy sin.’’ A Jewish tradition relates that at the 
place where David wept a day and a night over his 
great sin an incense-tree sprang up. Incense is the 
emblem of praise,—the joy of salvation comes out of 
the sorrow of penitence. It is said that where vol- 
canic dust setties, sweet flowers begin to bloom. The 
ashes from great calamities make fruitful soil in which 
the graces and virtues grow in luxuriance. 

Then there is the north wind of sorrow. We dread 
sorrow, but we have the Master's word that it is they 
who mourn that are blessed. God's marvelous com- 
fort cannot come save where sorrow has prepared the 
way. The north wind must blow with its keen, 
cleansing breath, before the south wind can bring its 
blessing of fruitfulness. When Lord Houghton had 
lost his wife, Tennyson wrote him this letter : 

‘I was the other day present at a funeisl, and one 
of the chief mourners reached me her hand silently, 
almost over the grave, and I as silently gave’ her 
mine. No words were possible. And this little note 
that can do really nothing to help you in your great 
sorrow is just such a reaching out of the hand to you, 
my old college comrade of more than forty years’ 
standing, to show you that I am thinking of you."’ 

What a thrill of comfort these simple words gave 
the mourner! His friend poured upon the great 
wound in his heart the healing love of his own heart. 
This was the highest, divinest gift Tennyson could 
have given to his friend. But this he never could 
have given to him but for the sorrow that opened the 
way. And we cannot get God's wondrous blessing 
of comfort,—love, sympathy, tenderness, strength, 
healing, —till sorrow has prepared us for receiving it. 




























































































































































606 


**Come, thou south ; blow upon my garden, that 
the spices thereof may flow out.’’ Some who are 
reading these words understand well the meaning of 
this prayer. The garden of your life was winter- 
locked. There was capacity — almost measureless 
capacity—for beauty, for fruitfulness, for sweetness, 
but these marvelous possibilities were slumbering 
within you. You were not living at your best. Your 
life lacked richness, sympathy, tenderness. You were 
not giving out love in service of others. Your person- 
ality lacked in winsomeness and charm. Your garden 
was full of trees and plants which had in them a wealth 
of fragrance and fruitfulness, but it was only winter 
yet, when the time for summer was fully at hand. 

Then came sorrow. You remember the day ; you 
never can forget how the north wind blew upon your 
heart with biting breath. At first it seemed that every 
lovely thing in your garden must be destroyed. But 
soon the warm south wind began to pour its soft, 
gentle breath upon you. It was the love of Christ. 
It was the breathing of the divine Spirit. ‘Come, 
thou south wind,’’ you cried, in welcoming gladness, 
‘*blow upon my garden that the spices thereof may 
flow out.'" Your prayer was answered. The winter 
melted, and the fragrant plants and trees gave out 
their sweetness. Life has meant a thousand times 
more to you since that day of great sorrow. Others 
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are feeding now on the fruits of your love. The 
world is richer for your life and your ministry. 

What month is it in which we are living to-day? 
We say it is October, But is it really October in the 
calendar of our spiritual life? October is the time of 
ripe fruitfulness. The farmers are celebrating harvest 
home, and gathering in the products of the summer. 
October means ripeness. But is it October in our 
life? Is it past March yet? March is the month of 
bare trees, unopened buds, imprisoned beauty, and 
slumbering life. Is it March, or is it October, with 
us? If it is only March, shall we not pray for the 
winds of God to blow upon us that the spices of our 
gardens may flow out? 


‘* Dear Lord, the withered garden in my heart 
Lies parched and dead, cursed by the subtilty 
Of this beguiling world’s prosperity. 
The burdened clouds of heavenly grace depart, 
Ere to my dying soul they life impart, — 
And I am left in sin’s satiety, 
Mocked with the worthless joys of vanity. 
Oh, turn thine eye on me, and let the dart 
Of thy restoring love, with power unspent, 
Strike inward, till my quickened life shall show 
The fruit of grace divine, whose sweet descent 
Shall wake my field. O winds of God, now blow 
Till with your breath my grateful praise is blent, 
While spices from my garden overflow.’’ 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 
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John the Baptist’s Accusations 


Why another man has done what he has done is 
usually not nearly so important a question for us to 
attempt to answer, as to what the duty is that awaits 
us, and why we should do it. Yet we can usually 
discover a reason for actions of those who, in Bible 
times, were led of God. Here is a question in this 
line from an Ohio reader, concerning the forerunner 
of Christ : 

Please answer the following : Why did John call the Phari- 
sees and Sadducees a generation of vipers? (Matt. 3: 7.) 
Please explain verse 12 oe whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor ; and he will gather 
his wheat into the garner, but the chaff he will burn up with 
unquenchable fire "’). 

The serpent is the type, throughout the Bible and 
throughout life, of deceitfulness and poison. He 
made his reputation in the Garden of Eden, and he 
has not yet given any indication of a desire to change 
it. John the Baptist, with his inspired knowledge of 
the purity and uprightness of the coming Messiah, 
and knowing the deceitful character and poisonous 
purposes of the formal religious leaders of his day, 
could only denounce as intolerable any attempt to 
bring the two types together. He saw that the Phari- 
sees and Sadducees whom he addressed were coming 
to him in no change of heart, but in self-righteous 
complacency. Therefore he condemned them, while 
they should hold that attitude, as offspring of the 
forces of evil. And he spoke for his Messiah in so 
doing. Later one who had seen said, ‘‘ the wages of 
sin is death."' The Messiah's forerunner said, ‘‘ the 
chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire.’ John's 
message was a cry of warning and a summons to pre- 
paration. To it, Christ added an invitation, and offered 
himself as the way of life, —even to the Pharisees and 
Sadducees and ourselves. 


x 
Is Getting Saved Man’s Chief Business ? 


There are some questions that instantly reveal 
the fundamental mistake of the questioner. And those 
questions are usually asked with the greatest self-confi- 
dence, and on the evident assumption that, in their ask- 
ing, the last word has been said. One of the commonest 
instances of this is a question repeated with monotonous 
regularity by those who are outside the church of 
God. It is now asked by a reader in Illinois, not 
necessarily as expressing that reader's attitude, but 
possibly in view of his desire for a suggestion in the 
line of a suitable answer. Here is the question : 

If the teachings of Jesus, when accepted, are sufficient to 
save a man, why join the church? 

Because getting saved is not man's chief business, 
and no one can accept Jesus’ teachings who thinks 
chiefly about getting saved. Jesus never told a man 
to get saved. Ifa man's only thought is of getting 
saved, he is in a fair way to be lost ; for Jesus warned 
men that ‘* whosoever would save his life shall lose it."’ 


A man is not born into the world merely to get saved ; he 
is put here to serve his fellows, in the name and strength 
of Christ, and in the fellowship of those who are openly 
enrolled on Christ's side and in his service. Christ has 
asked us to confess him before men. He founded 
the Christian church, which is the body of his fol- 
lowors. We cannot serve him by holding aloof from 
that body. To confess him before men is to enroll 
ourselves with those who are on his side. To decline 
so to enroll ourselves is to ask that we be counted 
as against those who are thus serving him, and as 
against him. Of course, if one cannot get his mind 
off the matter of his own salvation, it may help him 
to consider such teachings of Jesus as ‘‘ whosoever 
shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall 
the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in his 
own glory ;"’ or, ‘‘ Every one who shall confess me 
before men, him shall the Son of man also confess 
before the angels of God : but he that denieth me in 
the presence of men shall be denied in the presence 
of the angels of God.’" But the best way of salva- 
tion is to put all thoughts of getting saved out of our 
minds, and ask Christ to show us how we can best 
serve him. When we have once faced that way, no 
power on earth can prevent us from seeking the 
closest possible association with those who are trying 
to serve that same Christ. 


a 
Bible Puzzles Explained by the Bible 


Mr. Marion Lawrance wisely urges upon an in- 
quirer the study of the Bible as the best help to Bible 
study. One who puts this plan to the test is con- 
stantly impressed by the ever-increasing light that the 
Bible throws upon its own seeming difficulties. A 
few weeks ago a letter was published here expressing 
the inquirer’s doubt as to whether there could have 
been any writing on the back of the book or scroll 
mentioned in Revelation, because if there had been, 
the writer contended, the scroll could have been read 
before it was opened. And he suggested transposing 
a comma as the way out of the difficulty. It was 
shown, in reply, that the suggested change was not 
rendered feasible by the Greek, and that archeology 
abundantly confirmed the custom of writing on both 
sides of a scroll. Now a bright Connecticut Yankee 
volunteers a simpler and more direct solution, as found 
in of the English text of the Bible itself. He writes : 

The answering of questions propounded in Open Letters 
must sometimes be an amusing as well as a perplexing. task. 
It is probable that in most cases a careful reading of the nar- 
rative, with its context, would yield a scriptural answer to the 
inquirer. This reminds us that the faculty for reading is 
something that may be cultivated, and this may have been 
what was in the apostle’s mind when he admonished Timothy 
to ‘‘Give heed to reading *’ (1 Tim. 4:13). Very many per- 
plexing difficulties disappear from a passage in the Bible, or, 
Indeed. any book, when real heed is given to the reading. An 
example is suggested by a reader who is bothered by a comma 
in Revelation 5: 1, which he thinks, if removed, would make 
the statement more understandable. . . 


After all, is there any intimation in the story that the book 
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was sonnet and read little by little, or, in fact, that it was read 
at all? The proclamation went out, not for some one to read 
the book, but for some one ‘‘ Worthy to open the book, and to 
loose the seals thereof."’ is was also the wording of the 
song of the four creatures and the four and twenty elders whey 
one was found worthy. They sang, ‘‘ Worthy art thou to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof.’ From first to last, in 
the dramatic manifestations related, extending from the fifth 
to the tenth chapter, there is no intimation of any reading be- 
ing done out of the book. .. . The virtue and power lay (in 
the intention of the say | in the qualities necessary in 
him who should open the seals and solve the mysteries con- 
nected therewith, and, having displayed the grandeur of this 
in his metaphor, he has nothing further to offer as to the con- 
tents of the object which he named a book. 


Thus a careful reading of that passage reveals that 
the emphasis was not at all upon the reading of the 
book, but upon its handling and opening. Are not 
the chief difficulties in Bible study usually those that 
are manufactured by men rather than offered by the 
old Book itself ? 

“—< 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 


WINONA, MINN.—Will you please give the name of a 
book that would be helpful in suggestions for girl's prayer- 
meetings? Ages of girls from fourteen to eighteen. More 
than half of my girls have been converted. ur class num- 
bers twenty-five, and we have started weekly prayer-meetings. 
—S. E. McC. 

I suggest that you get a book entitled ‘* Children's 
Meetings,’’ by Mrs. Lucy Ryder Meyer (Revell & Co.), 
price one dollar. This has very many suggestions for 
meetings of all kinds, not only for small children, but for 
those the age of your class. The best instructions, how- 
ever, in connection with children’s prayer-meetings, are 
had by actual experience in the meetings themselves. You 
will also get a great deal of help by subscribing for the 
junior papers of the young people’s societies, such as 
the Christian Endeavor, Epworth League, Baptist Young 
People’s Union, etc. Not only will you find concrete 
illustrations in these papers, but also many helpful general 
suggestions concerning the conducting of prayer-meetings 
of this kind. A prayer-meeting, to be helpful to anybody, 
must touch one’s life at a vital point. A children’s prayer- 
meeting ought not only to touch the habit of reverential 
worship of God, but ought to help the children to be better 
students in the day-school, better playmates, better chil- 
dren in the home. Practical helpfulness is the vital test of 
the prayer-meeting, whether it is intended for children or 
grown people. 








MCKEESPORT, PA.—If the superintendent did not bedieve 
in reviews, would not review the school himself, or permit 
others to review it, what should be done ?—W. S. D 

Don’t shoot him. He may reform, Indeed, it is possi- 
ble that he may be right. If he is thoroughly convinced 
that a review in the Sunday-school is out of place, he 
would certainly be inconsistent to adopt it. In this regard 
he has a great deal of company. One of. the choicest 
superintendents I ever knew agrees with him in this re- 
gard. I do, and I do not, agree with him. If by review 
you mean what would be meant in a day-school, I would 
not have it. That is to say, I would not go over the de- 
tails of the lesson from the platform after the teachers are 
through teaching for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
or not the teachers had done their work, and the scholars 
knew the lesson. 

If, however, by review is meant calling out one or two 
of the leading points of the lesson, emphasizing the central 
truth and making a brief personal application, then I would 
do it. If the teaching is well: done and the school well 
managed, and the session one hour long, it will ordinarily 
be more profitable to give the five minutes extra to the 
teachers with their classes than to use it from the platform. 
This, however, is not always the case. If the school is an 
hour and a quarter long, or even longer, by all means I 
would have a review from the platform following the sug- 
gestion given above. 





ROCHESTER, N. Y.—It is my privilege to be the teacher of a 
small class of six girls. They are girls ranging from fourteen to 
seventeen years of age. I have felt that this is too small a class 
for much organization, but on the other hand, as we have 
some outside work which has taken our interest, I feel that 
there would be sufficient work to justify our having a treasurer 
and also a secretary. But as to the wisdom of having a class 
president I am uncertain. I am therefore writing to ask if you 
will kindly advise me in this matter? Do you think it would 
be well to have a president in so small a class? And, if so, 
what would be the duties of such an officer in a Sunday-school 
class ?—C, C. C. 

I should not hesitate to organize a class of six girls, and 
appoint three officers, president, secretary, and treasurer. 
If three officers for six girls seems too many, you might 
make one girl secretary-treasurer. The duties of these 
officers are exactly the same as if the class had sixty members 
instead of six. I think, however, it would be a very choice 
thing to do, if possible, to add four more members to your 
class by personal solicitation, and then it could be known 
asa ‘*Ten.’’ I suggest that you secure the booklet en- 
titled ** Class Organization,’’ published by David C. Cook, 
Elgin, Ill. This will give You many helpful suggestions on 
organization. Noclass should be organized for the sake 
of organization, but rather for the sake of accomplishing 
some definite ag oy As long as you have before you 
some particular thing to be accomplished, so long your 
class will have life and vigor. The more noble the under- 
taking, the more interest there will be in accomplishing it. 
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"Casting Away the Ship” 





By Wilfred T. Grenfell, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, and Author of “ The Harvest of the Sea” 





HE Atlantic coast of Labrador stretches from north 
to south almost six hundred miles. It is swept 
along its whole length by the frigid waters of the 

Arctic current. It is shut in for seven months out of 
twelve by the relentless rigors of winter. Not till June 
is it possible to penetrate the ice fields that fend off 
all intending visitors. The days of its brief summer 
are short to the plucky fishermen who work their way 
north in pursuit of the great shoals of cod. These 
fish are distinctly influenced in their movements by 
the changing temperature of the water. As winter 
approaches they retreat into the deeper waters, where 
it is supposed that they lie more or less torpid during 
the winter months. With the advent of spring they 
again approach the shore, ‘‘ striking the land"’ first 
to the south, and then farther and farther north. The 
movements of the fishing fleets depend on those of 
King Cod, so that from July to October the great bulk 
of fishermen are away north of the Straits of Belle 
Isle, and so also far from our little hospital at Battle 
Harbor. 

We decided, therefore, to build a second small 
mission hospital, two hundred miles farther north, 
and we chose Indian Island as the center of a large 
group of summer fishing stations. When the winter 
sets in, all the fisherfolk from this region pack up 
and go south again, and those in charge of this hos- 
pital do the same. 

It was late in October, and the snow was over the 
land once more, and ice in all the bays. In our mis- 
sion steamer we were bound out of the great fjord 
known as Hamilton Inlet. It was getting dark, and 
we were still twenty miles from the entrance, when 
the watch called out, ‘‘There is a small boat laying 
off, Doctor, and waving a flag for us.’’ 

«Slow her down, then, and let's see what they 
want.”’ 

Soon a boat with four hands was alongside. ‘Can 
you carry us to where we can get the mail-boat, cap- 
tain ?"’ a tall fellow called out; ‘‘ We've lost our 
vessel on White Island reef, and we’ ve no way to get 
back.’’ 

‘* Very well, get aboard ; but what vessel is it ?’’ 

‘* The S. S. Sparrow, from Rodney Harbor, belong- 
ing to Captain Flowers.’’ 

‘«Oh, the Sparrow, is it? Where did you say you 
ran her ashore ?’’ 

‘«On White Island reef."’ 

‘« Did she sink at once ?’’ » 

‘« No, we had time to beach her ; but she’s full of 
water, and we've been living under a sail waiting for 
the last mail-boat from the north to take us off. But 
it's terrible cold, and there’s no firewood.’ 

‘« Has Captain Flowers gone south ?’’ 

«Well, no sir; he’s waiting for the mail-boat 
also.”’ 

«« All right, go down aft and get some tea. The 
hospital is full aboard, so you'll have to sleep where 
you can—engine-room floor, I guess. Haul their 
boat aboard there, and lash it in board. Tell the 
chief not to fire any more. We shall anchor shortly 
for the night."’ 

Our visitors appeared to be uneasy as they saw us 
head off for the White Island and gradually draw in 
toward the reef. And when at length we had cau- 
tiously hauled in to four fathoms of water and let our 
anchor down, the spokesman came to me and asked 
me: ‘* What are you going to do ?’’ 

«« Wait till daylight and survey the wreck,’’ I re- 
plied. We could now plainly see the wreck lying on 
her beam ends. 

A little later he came again, and said : ‘‘ We want 
to go aboard the Sparrow, Captain, if you'll let us, 
now we're so close.”’ 

«* Sorry we can't allow it,’ I answered ; ‘‘ the an- 
chor watch will see that no one goes off the ship till I 
do.’’ Judge of my surprise to be roused in the morn- 
ing by the sound of oars, and to find that our four 
friends had already thrown their beat out again to 
leave for the wreck. Our boat was, however, in time 
to send them aboard again, at which they grumbled 
greatly. 

The fact was that Captain Flowers was the keeper 
of a saloon that had given rise to much trouble, and 
we had reasons to suspect, knowing the coast so well, 
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that the Sparrow had been purposely cast away for 
the sake of the insurance on her. A cursory inspec- 
tion confirmed our suspicions, so we steamed on 
down to the hospital, landed our sick and the ship- 
wrecked crew, took aboard a few useful implements, 
and returned the same night to the wreck. After a 
few days’ labor our efforts proved completely success- 
ful. We were able to free the hull of water at low 
tide, and found the leak was a large round hole, evi- 
dently punched with a crowbar, and all the splinters 
on the outside. This we succeeded in plugging, and 
on the top of the next tide we floated our prize, and 
took her in tow. 

A decision as to what to do next was soon reached, 
We would anchor the Sparrow in safety while we went 
over and saw Captain Flowers, and told him what we 
had found out and done. Early next morning we 
called at the saloon, and told our story. The actual 
conversation will not bear repeating. It ended by 
the wreck being put up for sale, and by my buying it 
for fifty cents. Solemnly we drew up the bill of sale, 
signed it, had it duly witnessed, and I paid over a one 
dollar bill, from which I received fifty cents change. 

Two days later, with the help of the employees of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, we had hauled our 
steamer up on to the ‘‘hard,’’ or beach, and their 
shipwright had safely executed all necessary repairs. 
We took the precaution to photograph the damage. 

And now began our long tow to the south, for we 
had six hundred miles to go, and many calls to make 
on the way. 

Once in a breeze of wind we parted the hawser, but 
secured the steamer again, and, buying a new hawser 
at one of our ports of call, set, out for our last‘long 
tow after four hundred miles of the journey had been 
accomplished. 

It was a fine afternoon in November when we put 
to sea, but already late, and the winter night fell very 
rapidly. The wind rose strong with the night, and 
we were forced to steam fifteen miles out to sea to 
round safely a cruel series of breaking rocks off the 
worst headland on the coast. By midnight a heavy 
sea was running, and we were obliged to go ‘‘dead 
slow,’’ for the Sparrow, wallowing on the heavy seas, 
would first run almost over us, though she was at the 
very end of all the warp we possessed, and then, drag- 
ging behind again, the slack line would come sud- 
denly taut with a dangerous jerk. It was my 
midnight watch below, and I seemed hardly to have 
fallen asleep when a dripping, oil-clad figure in my 
cabin woke me by shaking me and shouting : ‘‘ The 
Sparrow’s gone, sir.’ 

‘«Gone where ?"’ 

‘« Parted the hawser, sir.’’ 

‘* How's the weather ?"’ 

‘« Dark as pitch, and thick with snow ; it’s a dirty 
night, sir."’ 

‘*Can’t you see anything ?”’ 

** Nothing, sir."’ 

‘* Very well ; put the ship about and heave her to 
till I come on deck."’ 

Rolling into those great swells, washed now and 
again by the tail end of a sea, we seemed to bea 
long while waiting for the morning. But it came at 
last, and there, sure enough, every now and again, 
visible through the driving snow as she rose on the 
crest of the surging water, rode the gallant little 
steamer Sparrow. 

We worked up to her and lay by to see if the 
weather would moderate, for it was impossible to get 
aboard her in such a sea. But the signs of the sky 
were all for worse weather, and our ship was small 
enough on a winter's night in the Atlantic. So we 
were forced at last to reluctantly abandon her and 
seek safety from the rising storm under the nearest 
land we could find. No one can tell our feelings as 
we saw the last of her, riding masterless to fight alone 
the unequal battle with those seas. 

After the storm was over, our little mission steamer 
spent three days searching those watery wastes, in 
hope that even yet she might bring help to the little 


vessel. But no traces of her were ever seen again, 
and the great, generous ocean hid in its bosom all 
the traces of yet another crime. 

It was the end of November, two years later. The 
country was under snow. The days were short and 
the nights long and dark, and every vessel that came 
in had a good coating of ice about her decks, with 
shrouds that looked like sugar, showing a sample of 
what was to be expected outside. 

Every soul that could had left Labrador for the 
winter, and the Labrador coast was already wrapping 
itself in its impenetrable barriers of ice. The mission 
steamer Strathcona had already gone into winter quar- 
ters, and I was all ready to leave for a winter in Eng- 
land, when a cablegram was placed in my hand : 
‘‘Barkentine Maggie reported lost on Dusky Islands, 
Labrador. Please investigate.'’ It was from Lloyds, 
underwriters, and therefore demanded attention. We 
had seen the barkentine at anchor before we left for 
the south, It seemed a queer thing that she should 
have been on the coast so late. In the official protest 
of the vessel's loss which we now obtained from the 
shipping office we found that the ship had started on 
her voyage to the Mediterranean market loaded with 
five thousand quintals of fish; that while passing 
through a narrow tickle the rudder chain had broken, 
and the vessel, broaching to, had run hard and fast 
on the rocks. Great efforts had been made to save 
the ship, but all in vain, and, though the crew had 
clung to the pumps till the ship was on her beam 
ends, their efforts had been in vain, and they had 
been forced to abandon her to save their lives. The 
wreck had been put up for auction, and sold for eighty 
dollars to our friend the saloon-keeper. 

Without seeing the vessel, we could only accept the 
facts. To go down to investigate would mean both 
risk and expense, for it would be necessary to hire a 
steamer and take her six hundred miles to the north 
so late in the year, while the chances of saving any- 
thing seemed infinitely remote. Some said ‘‘Go and 
try.’". The majority said ‘‘ Don't.”’ 

However, we decided to try. So we hired a small 
steam trawler, shipped a crew, taking a diver and 
much wrecking apparatus, and left just after dark on 
our voyage of discovery. Three days later our little 
ship, a mass of ice, hove to off Dusky Island. She 
was so coated that all spare hands were constantly 
employed chopping the rapidly accumulating ice from 
every exposed surface. All night we drifted about, 
unable to venture near, but at daylight drew in toward 
the land. What an exciting moment it was! Would 
all our efforts be fruitless ? 

Suddenly a shout from the watch and a joyful cry 
of ‘‘ There's her spars away on the lee bow,'’ greeted 
my ears. 

‘‘She hasn't much cant over, either’’ (is nearly 
upright), said the skipper, as we drew in near enough 
to see around the point of a big island. ‘And what's 
more, no sea is going to get in there to hurt her."’ 

She was set up so high on the rocks, and seemed 
so trim-looking for a wreck, that we were all mad to 
go aboard her at once. But she was beset with ice, 
and, after we had anchored as near as we could go, it 
took our boats a iong time to get alongside her. With 
no little excitement we climbed her sides. Instead 
of the confusion that a hastily abandoned wreck would 
suggest, perfect order reigned on deck. Hatches were 
not only closed, but still sealed. Evidently no cargo 
had been jettisoned to lighten the ship. -.Every door 
and hatch was neatly closed. The once broken rudder 
chain had been neatly repaired. The ends of such 
ropes as were left were all neatly fastened. One block 
from the dismantled running rigging which was loose on 
deck was carefully marked in pencil ‘‘ topgallant haul- 
yard,’’ as if some lubber who did not know how to re- 
set square rigging had marked it with the intention of 
putting it in its right place next spring. But, oddest 
of all, only the starboard pump was in working order, 
and the brasswork necessary to work the other was on 
the shelf in the roundhouse. 

The statement that the ship was only abandoned 
to save the lives of the crew was a false one. There 
was some water in the well, but after thawing out the 
pumps and pumping for four hours, the Maggie was 
dry once more. 

No time was to be lost if we were ever to get out 
again. So, while the skipper took soundings round 
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the ship to find the best way to haul her off, the diver 
was sent down by the mate to examine the damage to 
the hull. Meanwhile another party worked with a 
boat at each hatch, carrying the fish cargo over to our 
steamer, and so perceptibly lightening the ship. 

By the following night, though the constantly 
making ice bothered us a good deal, the big anchors 
had been laid out and the line hauled taut to the 
ship winches. The diver’s sketch of the ship's bot- 
tom showed that she was only chafed in the neigh- 
borhood of her forefoot, and that at high-tide she was 
now only aground forward. It would be high-tide 
next dayat eleven. A!) the fish had now been moved 
from forward. 

At last the fated hour arrived. ‘* All hands on the 
winches !"’ shouted the skipper. Tighter and tighter 
the good warps strained. ‘‘ Give it her, boys, only 
one more.’’ ‘* Now—now, jump on the levers,’’— 
and then a groan, a shiver, a long-drawn sound, and 
the good ship once more floated free. 

To break into the store, rig the ship, revictual her, 
and replace all things necessary for a long voyage, 
lost us yet another day. All night long the watches 
were at work. At length, appointing our mate as 
captain, and giving him two watches for his prize 
crew, we tried the most serious task of all, the ‘* lim- 
bering up.'' The two great anchor-chains fastened 
to the main-mast were drawn through the hawse-pipes, 
and securely spliced to the ends of our doubly-twisted 
steel-wire hawsers. 

Slowly we towed out in the early dawn, a strong 
head wind blowing off the land. By night a heavy 
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sea was running, and the Maggie was plunging into 
it at the full length of both hawsers astern—one-sixth 
of a mile behind us—so that even the bright mast 
headlights we had given her were invisible fér ‘long 
periods together. It was an eventful voyage for'the 
next three days. In spite of all our indomitable 
skipper’s care, one of the hawsers parted, and was 
only repaired after much maneuvering. Often, as we 
learned afterward, the ship dived so heavily into the 
seas that it was impossible for any one to live on 
deck. Indeed, even her lofty jib-boom was broken 
by her diving. But, to our great joy, on the fourth 
morning we made the land, and, hauling in under its 
kindly shelter, once more reached our haven with 
‘all our bunting flying.’’ 

It was a sad end for our saloon-keeper friend. He 
was found guilty of ‘‘ wilfully casting away the ship, 
with the purpose to defraud the underwriters,"’ and 
was sentenced to four years’ imprisonment. An old 
man already, he had only time to serve the first part 
of the sentence, and then come out to die. The 
saloon was closed. It has never been reopened. 

Was it the gospel that was preached? Or is the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to be preached only with gloved 
hands? To us it seemed like following the Master 
into the courtyard of the temple to cleanse it. Is it 
true that if one gives blows, one must also expect to 
receive them? Is it not possible we err sometimes on 
the other side, being partly influenced by the conse- 
quences we have to expect? Such things never in- 
fluenced the Master. He made no reservation, —not 
even a cross, 
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Across the Desert in the Path 


of the Exiles 


HE number of modern Europeans or 
Americans who have crossed the Ara- 
bian desert from Palestine or the 
Mediterranean coast to the valley of 
the Tigris and Euphrates hardly ex- 
ceeds a score, and: that score consists 
mostly of explorers, yet the route from 
the very dawn of history until the de- 

cline of the Arabian civilization was one of the world's 

greatest highways. Four thousand years before our 
era, Sargon, the old Semitic king, who but a decade ago 
was considered a mythological 

character because of his great 








By Edgar James Banks, Ph.D., Field Director 
of the Expedition of the University of Chicago to Babylonia 


across the great desert. For ten or twelve days they 
ride eighteen hours a day, halting only long enough 
to take interrupted sleep or to kindle fire for the 
coffee. During the dry season they are tormented 
with thirst and the broiling sun, in winter by the 
sevére cold. Frequéntly one fails to arrive, or, be- 
lated, he comes in on foot, stripped of his clothes 
and robbed of his mail and of his beast. He is for- 
bidden to guide across the desert the traveler who 
would venture to accompany him, yet occasionally 
one may provide himself with a dromedary, start 
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Damascus. The journey by carriage or caravan, or a 
part of the way by raft, requires: from twenty to 
twenty-five days. 

The third route, from Damascus, skirting the 
northern edge of the desert, through Palmyra to Deir 
on the Euphrates, is the most interesting, for over it 
the exiles passed. Ezra, before starting across the 
desert, collected the scattered exiles at Ahava. Ahava 
is the modern Hit, the Is of the Greeks, an old Baby- 
lonian city which now lies buried in the mound be- 
neath the modern mud huts. Hit has always been 
and is still famous for its hot bitumen springs. 
Noah’s ark was smeared with pitch from Hit; there 
is hardly a boat upon the lower Tigris and Euphrates 
in the construction of which the bitumen of Hit ‘is not 
employed. This pure coal-black substance, oozing 
from the ground in quantities sufficient to enrich an or- 
dinary city, is now used as a fuel in the lime kilns and 
ship yards. In ancient times it served as mortar for 
laying bricks. Every Arab who passes Hit stops at the 
spring and collects enough of the black tar to provide a 
knob at the énd of a wooden stick. As the bitumen club 
seems also to have been a weapon of antiquity, one may 
suppose that the exiles who collected at Ahava in 
Ezra’s time provided themselves with the customary 
weapon. At Ahava,! too, salt was evaporated from 
the water of the marshes, oil was collected from the 
naphtha springs, and there the peculiar clattering of 
the great water-wheels turned by the current of the 
river to raise the water to irrigate the land resounded 
as loudly in ancient times as now. During the period 
of Arabic civilization the noise of the wheels, the 
smoke from the furnaces, the water boiling from the 
ground, and the odor of the oil and bitumen springs, 
so impressed the Arabs that they named the place 
‘*The Mouth of Hell.’’ 

When the exiles were collected, Ezra might have 
led them across the desert direct to Palmyra, ‘a jour- 
ney now possible only by camel, but we must believe 
that he chose the route northward along the west 
shore of the Euphrates. Even now the banks of the 
river are lined with palms and rich gardens ; in an- 
cient times, when the country was in a good state of 
cultivation, their route must have been through a 
patadise, for even now luscious melons of various 
varieties, large grapes, figs, dates, and oranges grow 
in abundance. © Along the reéedy banks of the river 
the wild hog still fives:; the jackal, the wolf, and the 
gazelle come stealthily down from the desert to drink. 
When the exiles passed, the lion, lurking in the 
shrubbery, was a cause for fear, but a generation ago 
the last lion of Babylonia was killed by the modern 
Nimrod of the world,—an Englishman: Perhaps 
when the exiles passed, the elephant and the crocodile 
were not exterminated, yet. in 
those days, as now, great herds 





antiquity, marched his armies 
across the desert and launched 
his fleet upon the Mediterra- 
nean. Thearmies of Babylonia 
and Assyria, of the mysterious 
Hittites and Egyptians, of Alex- 
ander, of Greece, of Rome, of 
Persia, and of the fair Zenobia, 
the wild hordes of the Mongols 
and the Seljukes, and the fierce 
Moslem troops, have passed and 
repassed the great desert high- 
way, have fought throughout its 
length, and there they have per- 
ished from hunger and thirst. 
Probably no other highway in 
the world has witnessed so many 
passing armies, such a diversity 
of peoples, and such scenes of 
suffering and loss of life, yet a 
picture as touching as any was 
the long line of Hebrew exiles 
dragged into captivity, and of 
their descendants of a genera- 
tion later while wandering back 
to the ruins of their homes and 
temple. 
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The modern traveler who 
would visit the ruins of the 
Babylonian cities prefers the long water route through 
the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, yet there are 
three desert routes between Palestine and Babylonia. 
Probably they all existed when Ezra lived. The 
shortest, the most difficult and dangerous, of the 
three is from Damascus, directly through the heart of 
the desert to the town of Hit on the Euphrates, thence 
along the river to Feluja, and a day's journey across 
the valley to Bagdad on the Tigris. This is the route 
ot the modern mail carrier. These hardy Arabs, 
mounted upon their fast dromedaries, set out alone 





of water buffalo lined the shores. 

The week's journey along the 
river could have presented the 
exiles with but few difficulties, 
for their route was lined with 
gardens and villages. It was 
when they reached the spot 
where the’ modern village of 
Deir now stands that the diffi- 
culties of the way began to 
appear. Turning sharply to 
the left they climbed over the 
great marble ledges to the 
Arabian plateau. Here ail 
vegetation ceased, and burdened 
with the skins of water for their 
journey they trudged along over 
the monotonous plain. The 
soil of the desert is not always 
sandy ; more frequently it is a 
hard loam which needs but 
water to cover it with vegetation. 
Excepting during the months of 
winter the midday sun beats 
hotly down upon the traveler's 
head ; at nightfall the weather 
moderates, and the traveler 
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alone, and, when at some distance from the ‘city, 
await the mail carrier, to whom he gives his animal 
as bakhsheesh. An Englishman, the last to take the 
journey, as far as I know, arrived at Damascus alone, 
afoot and naked. 

The route most frequented by the native traders 
leads from Alexandretta along a good carriage road to 
the interesting city of Aleppo, and down the eastern 
slope of the mountain to the point on the Euptirates 
nearest to the Mediterranean. Then it follows along 
the river to Hit, where it joins the mail route from 


again takes heart, but lying 

down upon the hard ground he 
shivers the last hours of night away, until the rising 
sun again gives him warmth. 

Three days over the barren desert from Deir the 
exiles came to Sukneh, a place probably as old as the 
inhabitants of the desert. Here one may reasonably 
suppose that the exiles encamped, for two large 
springs of sulphurous water come bubbling up through 
the ground. Two years ago, while resting for a day 
by the springs, 1 witnessed the interesting ceremony 





1 The Sunday School Times Lesson Picture shows a view of the 
Euphrates, of which the ancient Ahava was possibly one of the canals. 
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of a desert marriage, a ceremony which has probably 
not varied from the time of the exiles. One of the 


hot springs is reserved for the drinking water of the . 


villagers ; the other is the public bath which is occu- 
pied by the male population in the morning and 
evening, but the midday hours are set apart for the 
women. 
shrill halhal, an expression of joy produced by the 
palate and the sound of hallelujah of the last Psalm. 
Soon a group of women, bearing the bride upon their 
shoulders, and moving with a dancing step to the 
time of their music, went to the spring, The bride 
was immersed in the water while the excitement of 
the dancing and singing increased. Then four girls, 
bridesmaids one may call them, burned at the four 
corners of the village the incense that the curling 
column of rising smoke might drive away the evil 
which would otherwise mar the happiness of the 
bridal pair. After the bath the bride was borne back 
to the village to the accompaniment of the halhal. 
The ceremony was completed in the evening when the 
groom, borne along upon the shoulders of the men, 
was bathed in the same spring. 

After rest at Sukneh, the returning exile, like the 
modern traveler, filled his sheep-skin with the sul- 
phurous water, and continued westward over the dry 
desert. Four days of hard march brought him to the 
little oasis, the beautiful spot called Tadmor, now cov- 
ered by the ruins of Palmyra. The plain along the 
route, always bare of vegetation, is in spots strewn 
with black stones which the desert Moslem says are 
fragments of the body of Lot. A few years ago the 
Turkish government built guard houses there in the 
desert, a day’s journey from each other, and sank 
wells. One well which I measured was sixty feet 
deep ; its water, though slightly bitter, was preferable 
to the sulphur water which the exile carried from 
Sukneh: The garrison of one of the barracks con- 
sisted of a single Turkish soldier ; for several weeks 
he had not seen a human being, and had become so 
accustomed to his life of solitude that he would give 
us no food, and only with reluctance prmitted us tu 
take shelter within the enclosure. 

When the exiles returned, Palmyra by that name 
did not exist, yet the shores of the desert brook must 
always have been a favorite camping-place for the 
great wandering tribes, The greatest difficulties of 
the return were over. It was still four days to Da- 
mascus, through a country swept by sand storms and 
haunted by savage beasts, yet along the route were 
large villages with wells of water. - At last the old city 
visible in the distance from the summit of the hills 
announced the end of their troubles. From 
Damascus to Jerusalem the country still con- 
tained the remnant of their own people, and, as they 
marched along, chanting their psalms and sending 
forth their shrill halhal, they must have recefved 
many a warm welcome home. On over the ruins of 
Samaria they marched, and finally on the summit of 
the hill, among the desolate ruins of their holy city, 
they encamped. There, with mingled joy and sor- 
row, they rested from their long, dangerous journey, 
and the end of that journey was the beginning of one 
of the bravest struggles for home, country, and reli- 
gion that the world has ever seen. 

Cuicaco, ILL. 











How Nelson Brought the Doctor 


By Emma C. Dowd 


HEN Nelson was four years old he went to visit 
Aunt Josephine. 

Aunt Josephine lived in a big house that 
was set right in the middle of a beautiful park—or so 
Nelson said. The grounds occupied a whole city 
block. There was a flower garden at the back, and 
lawns and trees and more flower beds all around. 
Nelson's visit was a delight, for his aunt knew just 
what little boys liked best. She read to him and told 
him stories, she played with him when she was at 
leisure, and when she was to be busy or away she sent 
for other little boys and girls to come and help things 
to go merrily. 

The only other one of the family was Maria, the 
Austrian girl, who could speak only a few words of 
English. But she was always laughing, and she loved 





About noon the village resounded with the ° 
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little boys ; so she and the smalt guest got on famously 
together. . ; 

One evening, as Aunt Josephine was telling Nelson 
his bed-time story she was taken suddenly with severe 
pains, and she leaned back in the easy chair with a 


an, 

**] shall—be—better—ir a minute,"’ she said, try- 
ing to.smile into the scared face of the little boy ; but 
she grew so white that he ran for Maria. 

The girl brought some medicine, but it did not re- 
lieve the pain. 

*«If-I could only get to the telephone and send for 
Doctor Rowland !'' said Aunt Josephine, and she 
tried to rise, but fell back faint with agony. 

Maria, not being able to make herself understood, 
looked on in helpless misery. 

««Why, I can telephone,’’ cried Nelson. 

His aunt weakly shook her head. ‘You're too 
little,’’ she said. 

‘*I can !"’ insisted Nelson. —‘* Papa told me how ! 
What's the doctor's number ?’’ and he ran for a chair, 
and climbed up to the instrument. * 

‘*Hello!’’ he said. ‘* Please give me 294—Doc- 
tor Rowland."’ 

Aunt Josephine smiled faintly. She could not see 
the telephone, but the vision of that tot of a boy at the 
instrument made her want to laugh. 

‘*Hello !"’ came Nelson's voice. ‘‘ Aunt Jose- 
phine is awful sick, and wants you to come right away ! 
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‘“‘I'm—I'm_ Nelson—Nelson Bryant. Aunt Jose- 
phine’s my aunt. Yes, sir, Aunt Josephine Randall. 
No, sir; I'm not in mischief! I'm not playing tele- 
phone ! - Aunt Josephine is awful sick, I tell you! I 
guess you'd think so, if you could see her! I want 
you to come quick and cure her, and not wait a 
minute! I'm all right.’’ 

The little fellow appeared very much excited. 

‘*He thought I was just playing !"’ he explained. 
‘*’Sif a little boy big’s I am couldn't telephone to 
folks! Anyhow he said he'd come !"’ 

The doctor did come very soon, and when he saw 
the small boy he had been talking with over the wire 
he laughed ; but he didn’t stop for further conversa- 
tion until he had made Aunt Josephine comfortable. 
Then he told Nelson how mischievous children 
sometimes played pranks on him, and thought it 
fine fun to call him to their houses when nobody was 
sick, 

‘* But they're generally bigger than you are,’’ he 
ended. ‘The longer | talked with this young-man,”’ 
he said, turning to Aunt Josephine, ‘‘the more I 
thought he was in earnest ; till I finally concluded I'd 
better not waste any time in getting up here.'’ 

‘*I don’t know what I should have done if he hadn't 
been with me,"’ said Mrs. Randall. 

‘You'd better keep him,’’ answered the doctor. 
‘*He'’s worth having in the house.’’ 

MERIDEN, Conn, 





Saint Cecilia of the Court 
By Isabella R. Hess 
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VI. The Pawning of Jim’s Wedding Ring 

HERE was not even a gleam of dawn in the 

Court when Jim arose next morning, yet it was 

not deserted. Some of the men were starting 
forth with their lunch-pails, which told the story of 
busy ones that had risen even earlier to fill them. 
Jim lit his lamp, so that he might see to make his 
toilet, which seemed an unusually elaborate one for a 
weekday morning. He bent over his basin of water, 
and splurged and splattered so in his energetic wash- 
ing that a_hissing noise from the stove told where the 
flying drops had landed. Then he took from the 
shelf a wire comb, and parted his hair with a nicety 
that was suggestive of foppishness. From the same 
shelf, the receptacle of his household goods, he took 
a brush that gave sign of long usage, and brushed his 
shabby clothes thoughtfully. 

When at last his toilet was completed, he took the 
little lamp from its bracket, and set it on the floor 
behind the curtain. There was just about room there 
for Jim himself, and he sat down on the cot, that he 
might bend down to draw from beneath it a wooden 
box that not even the boys had ever seen. He held 
his head upon his hand, and looked long and earnestly 
upon the little polished box. Perhaps he had not 
seen it for 2 long while, for he bent over to examine 
the little tracery of metal work on the hinges. He 
even traced with his fingers the intricate geometrical 
design carved upon its cover, and when he had drawn 
from his bosom the key attached to a string, he 
waited a moment before he fitted it into the lock. 
Then he threw his shoulders back with a shrug, and 
lifted the lid,—but when he had done so, he bent 
over until his lips touched the bit of linen that lay on 
the top, and his hands trembled so that he could 
scarcely hold it. He reverently lifted the dainty 
handkerchief, and from beneath it he took a little 
golden circlet, which gleamed in the yellow glare of 
the lamp. As if fearful that he might give way, he 
slipped the ring within his shirt, hastily locked the 
box, and shoved it back under the bed. 

He looked over at the picture where it hung upon 
the wall. Something seemed to come between it and 
his eyes, for he rubbed them restlessly with his coat 
sleeve, and there was a certain huskiness in his voice 





SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS.—A new family has 
moved into a tenement neighborhood known as “‘ the Court,”* 
The little red-haired daughter Cecilia is soon nicknamed 
Saint Cecilia,—a name sharply contrasting with that of her 
younger brother, ‘*‘ Puddin’."” Jim Belway, a cobbler, whose 
shop is always open to the boys of the Court, has become a 
firm friend of the Saint's. The cloud Of Cecilia's life is her 
mother and the latter's bondage todrink. A crisis in the affairs 
of the family is reached when ‘* Puddin’ ” is seriously injured 
by a fall down the stairs. Jim secures the services of the 
municipal doctor, but when Saint Cecilia learns that “ Pud- 
din's*’ injury is so serious as to require hospital treatment she 
vehemently refuses to allow him to be removed from the house. 


as he said slowly, ‘* You was a good woman, Mar- 
garet! You were that! I’m thinkin’ you was took 
because you was more fit to be an angel !"’ 

He rose and placed the lamp back in its place, and 
put on his hat to go out. But when he was all ready, 
he went back to the picture. ‘*I wouldn't be doin’ 
it for myself, Margaret! You know I wouldn't! But 
the little lad is sufferin’,—and you'd be doin’ the 
same! It's well for our own little lad that he don't 
need it! I'll be doin’ this for him like."’ 

Jim picked his way out of the Court, stepping from 
stone to stone slowly. The street outside was noisier 
than the Court, for more people were going on to their 
day’s labor. Usually he had a cheery word for his 
acquaintances, but this morning he pushed ahead, 
and_paid little attention to the passers-by, lowering 
his eyes as if he were half ashamed of something. 
When he had gone several blocks, he turned down a 
side street and paused at a shop before which hung 
the symbol of its trade, three gilded balls. But in 
the windows the shades were pulled down. Jim saw 
it, and passed on as if he had not meant to stop. 

He was saying to himself, ‘‘I1 might be knowing 
that the place wouldn't be open yet, and it barely 
six. I'll be walkin’ a bit.’’ 

But walking about in the early morning, when the 
streets are wet and cold, and when one is painfully 
hungry, is not easy. Restlessly, his hands thrust 
deep into his pockets, Jim walked up one street and 
down another, wondering if the little gold ring had 
really worn itself through his shirt into his heart, or 
if it only felt so. 

It was half past seven when he came back to the 
little shop, and a few lights burning showed that 
some one was within. Jim's hand trembled as he 
turned the knob, and a curious something crept up 
into his throat and almost strangled him, when the 
salesman came forward to meet him. 

He didn't try to find his voice. He only drew 
forth the ring and laid it upon the glass case. When 
the man picked it up and took it to the light, Jim 
clenched his hands until his nails dug into the palms, 
and then hastily rubbed his coat sleeve across his eyes. 

Perhaps it was no unusual thing to the man, for he 
carelessly asked, ‘‘ Wedding ring ?’’ 

When Jim's answer came in a husky ‘Yes,’ he 
turned around, and, although he was used to seeing 
hearts laid bare, he spoke kindly when he saw that 
here was a man who was not used to dealing with 
his ilk. 

«I'll do the best I can for you. 
right. How's two dollars?’ 

Jim’s face fell still more. ‘*It cost me ten when 
I bought it,—she only wore it a year.’’ It ended 
huskily. 


It seems to be alt 


( Continued on page 617, first column) 
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What Live Superintendents Are Doing 








Hold a Church Institute ! 


The Christian Workers’ Institute of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Norristown, Pennsylvania, held each October, has 
proved a great blessing to the whole church. The idea of 
a convention or institute for the individual church was 
suggested to the pastor by the interest and enthusiasm 
awakened in the many Sunday-school conventions he had 
attended, As he listened to the various good things said, 
and saw how the delegates bubbled over with enthusiasm, 
and longed to do better work for the Master, he said, 
‘* Just think what a man could do if he only had all these 
delegates together in one church! Instead of breaking up 
and scattering into almost as many fields as there are dele- 
gates, thus losing much of the excellent results that should 
follow, if he could just have them all on the same ground, 
how they would move things for God and his cause !’’ 
The next thought was, ‘‘ Well, why can’t he have one? 
Why can’t we have an institute of our own? Why can’t 
we get our own church together, and discuss these ques- 
tions? Then, when the institute closes, we shall have all 
the delegatcs, all the knowledge, all the enthusiasm, on 
the ground to push on the work?’’ The plan seemed 
feasible, and so we undertook it. 

The program was made out, including topics of vital im- 
portance io our church life and work, neatly printed, and 
circulated among the members. Having some fears that 
the delegates—every member was a delegate—-might not 
feel free to take part in the discussions, a prominent 
speaker was secured each night to open with an address. 
The discussions which followed were a revelation to the 
pastor. Every night we ran over the time, and it was dif- 
ficult to close the conference in the face of the many who 
wanted to take part. When the institute came to a close, 
all expressed themselves as highly profited by the five 
sessions held, and many said, ‘‘ Pastor, give us another 
like this next year,—only leave out the addresses. We 
want more time for discussion,”’ 

Next time we arranged another program, and, complying 
with their request, no speaker was invited to make an ad- 
dress. We still had some fears as to whether the institute 
would prove a success if conducted informally, but all fears 
were dispelled at the first session. Every moment of the 
time was occupied, and the hour for closing passed by half 
an hour before we could shut them off. The attendance 
throughout the week was larger than the year before, and 
the interest much greater, More than seventy persons 
took part in the various discussions, and many practical 
and valuable suggestions were made. 

We accomplished just what we set out for,—to get the 
church to come together, not to hear, but to study thought- 
fully and prayerfully the problems of vital interest to our 
particular church life and work, Many who never had 
taken part in such meetings came out and joined in with 
all the enthusiasm of old convention delegates. 

It has been my pleasure to attend many conventions of 
various kinds, but I have never attended any that were 
more spirited, intelligent, or enthusiastic, and the dele- 
gates are all with us still to practise the things they 
preached. The time was far too short to discuss fully the 
many phases of Christian work suggested or touched upon, 
but we have a more intelligent grip upon our work as a 
church, We appreciate our responsibilities and oppor- 
tunities more fully, and, best of all, we are more anxious 
to do our part in the Lord’s work than ever. 

Briefly outlined, the week’s program was as follows: 
On Sunday morning the office-bearers of the church—over 
130 in all—met in the Sunday-school rooms at the appointed 
time and marched into the church in a body, when the pas- 
tor preached on the subject, ‘* Our Office-bearers and Our 
Duty to ‘Them.’’ In the afternoon a grand rally of the 
Bible-school was held, which proved to be the largest 
in its history. The good work was followed up bya ser- 
mon in the evening on ‘* Stories that Never Die,’’ em- 
phasizing, especially, the lasting influence of early im- 
pressions, 

Monday evening was given by way of preparation for 
the week’s work to a devotional service, the subject being 
** Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’’ It was full of 
prayers and testimonies, and proved one of the richest de- 
votional services we had ever enjoyed. Tuesday evening 
we took up for discussion, ‘* What is the Chief Business of 
the Church ? ”’ 

1. With herself, temporally and spiritually. 


2. With the world, missionary and evangelistic. 

3. With the young, winning and training. 

4. With the Bible-school, supporting and fostering. 

5. How to secure attendance of the Sunday-school upon 


the church services. 

Wednesday evening we discussed the subject, ‘‘ What 
we may reasonably expect of our Bible-school.’’ 

1. Of pastor and superintendent. 

2. Of officers and teachers, 

3. How to secure better order. 

4- How to cultivate the devotional spirit. 

Thursday evening we gave emphasis to the social side of 
our church life. "baveses the hours of five and eight 
about four hundred sat down to a supper provided by the 
ladies. After we assembled in the auditorium again 
we listened to music by the orchestra and an address by 
the pastor on ‘* Our Relation to One Another and toGod.”’ 
We then formed a line about the walls of the church, ex- 


The Sunday School Times wants to be of vital 
help in every department of Sunday-school ac- 
tivity. It therefore offers each month a page of 
practical suggestions to the primary worker, a 
page of tested Home Department methods, a page 
covering the range of the Field Worker, a page 
for the pastor, a page of questions and answers 
conducted by such Sunday-school experts as 
Marion Lawrance, Patterson Du Bois, Mrs. J. W. 
Barnes, Mrs. Flora V, Stebbins, and Zillah Foster 
Stevens, and frequent pages for the exclusive 
benefit of the superintendent and teacher. And 
these special workers’ pages are in ‘addition to 
the wealth of lesson commentary furnished each 
week, and the editorial and increasingly diversified 
contributors’ pages. 











tending through the Sunday-school rooms, nearly five hun- 
dred feet in length, thus uniting all the departments of the 
church, joined hands, and sung ‘‘ Blest be the tie that 
binds.’’ Prayer was then offered, while hands were stil! 
joined, by a representative of each one of the twenty organ- 
izations in the church, when the service closed with 
prayer and benediction by the pastor. Friday evening we 
prayerfully discussed the subject, ‘‘ Soul Winning and Soul 
Culture,’””? under the sub-topics, ‘‘ Why?” ** When?’’ 
** Who?” **How?” 

Sunday morning we gathered about the table of our 
Lord, and enjoyed one of the richest and most blessed com- 
munion services in the history of our church, In the after- 
noon we held the second annual commencement of our 
Bible school, Over sixty diplomas were given to scholars 
who had successfully passed examinations in supplemental 
lessons. Our little folks in the beginners’, primary, and 
junior departments carried Christian Conquest and Ameri- 
can flags as they marched into the auditorium, while our 
Home Department, numbering two hundred and eighty- 
seven members, was present in a body. 

Thus closed our second annual Christian Workers’. In- 
stitute, leaving with us pleasant memories, rich sugges- 
tions, great enthusiasm, and a more earnest desire to know 
God, and do his willy I believe there are great possibili- 
ties in such an institute, and that almost every church 
might hold one.— 7he Rev. L. W. Hainer, Norristown, Pa. 


% ; 
Who is Holding the Rest ? 


Did you ever try the effect of announcing to the schcol 
the number of absentees at any given session? Some 
schools claiming an enrolment of a half-thousand would 
deubtless be astonished to hear such an announcement as 
this: ‘‘ There are absent to-day three hundred pupils.’’ 
Yet it is no uncommon thing to find that not more than 
two-fifths of the members are present on an average. 
Marion Lawrance’s question to the superintendent who re- 
ports that his school ‘‘ is holding its own ’’ would be quite 
in order here: ‘* Who fs holding the rest ?’’ 


% 
Nearly a Million Readers 


Nine hundred thousand men and women, boys and girls, 
are now using the daily Bible readings furnished by the 
International Bible Reading Association. These are the 
Home Readings that are printed in The Sunday School 
Times each week, 

Speaking of the aims of the Bible study which is directed 
by the International Bible Reading Association, Mr. Charles 
Waters, the honorary secretary of the Association, says : 
‘*It cannot, of course, be considered critical or literary 
study, but I claim for it a place in the front rank as ex- 
erting a powerful influence in the formation of the habit of 
Bible study, and having its peculiar features of helpfulness 
to Sunday-school teachers and scholars, and for devotional 
purposes in the home.” 

The Association, not claiming over-much, justly asserts 
in respect to its method of Bible study: (1.) By its sim- 
plicity it is adapted to, and finds acceptance with, the great 
body of people who would not consider a more serious 
plan of study. (2.) By its organization it tends to secure a 
regular habit of daily Bible study. (3.) It brings the 
Scriptures into contact with the home and the daily life of 
the family. (4.) It gives an effective help to Sunday-school 
teachers and scholars, (5.) It is worked with a minimum 
of machinery, and at merely nominal expense. 

The topics of the International Lessons are followed, 
and the readings chosen with a view to illuminating the 
study of the Sunday’s lesson. 

‘The International Bible Reading Association was formed 
in 1882 in London, where its headquarters stil are, but its 
work has extended throughout the world. The reading 
cards are translated into ten European and fifteen, Indian 
languages, together with Arabic, Kaffir, and Samoan. 
Forty different denominations are recorded in the registers 
of the Association. 

This world-wide work is maintained by the payment of 





but three cents a year by each member, and for this sum 
the Bible readings, leaflets, and a certificate of member- 
ship are furnished to members through their branch secre- 
taries. Detailed particulars as to the formation of local 
branches are obtainable from the International Bible 
Reading Association, 56 Old Bailey, London, England, or 
from Marion Lawrance, Toledo, Ohio. 


* 
Blowing Up the Superintendent 


Kindly criticism is welcomed by most progressive super- 
intendents, but how to get it is the difficulty. The super- 
intendent of the Winfield Memorial Sunday-school of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, this fall distributed a circular-letter to 
his teachers recounting the past work and looking forward 
to co-operation in strengthening the weak places in the 
school management. Colonel George Thornburgh, one of 
Arkansas’ leaders in Sunday-school work, is at the head of 
this school, and here are the essential points he makes : 


Singing 

It is not intended or desired that the choir do the singing for 
the school. Singing is a part of the worship of God, and 
should be engaged in by every member of the school. Those 
who cannot sing can read the words and imbibe the sentiment 
of the song. If every teacher will sing, or endeavor to do so, 
when singing is the order, we will find a great improvement. 
By example a teacher may encourage or discourage singing 
by those around him or her. I hope each officer and teacher 
will act as a committee of one to see that every one about him 
or her has a book and sings. 


The Bible 


The Bible is the word of God. Nothing can take its place. 
Magazines and quarterlies are to study as helps in the prepa- 
ration of the lesson, but should not supplant the blessed Book 
in the school. I think I am justified in my effort to have the 
Bible used generally in the school ; if I am not, please tell me 
so. I request your co-operation in this matter. Encourage 
your scholars to bring their own Bibles or get them as they 
come into the school, The school must supply Bibles to 
those who cannot or will not provide their own. 


Order 


1 will thank any teacher to act as a special committeeman 
in maintaining order. See that all those about you come to 
order when the bell taps, and that all conversation and noise 
ceases, See that your scholars do not go for water, or in other 
ways disturb the school. 


Opening and Closing Exercises 

I hope no teacher will study the lesson, or read papers, or 
talk, when the order is to sing, read the lesson, or pray. [et 
each teacher engage heartily in every order of service, for 
conscience sake as well as for example. ‘The scholars will 
follow your example, and if you habitually ignore the opening 
and closing exercises, the school will soon be demoralized. 


Prompt Attendance 


As often as possible be at the school before opening to greet 
your scholars. 


Recitations 


-\ few of our teachers get through with the lessons before the 
time allotted expires, and their scholars are unemployed. I 
suggest to such that they hold their scholars by reviewing past 
lessons, by having reading by members of the class, by having 
them learn the Apostles’ Creed, books of the Bible, etc. For 
small boys and girls a story of the many Bible characters 
would be profitable. Other expedients might be used to 
engage their minds until the bell rings. 

Teachers’-Meetings 

It is the duty of every teacher to attend the teachers'-meet- 
ings. Only providential hindrances can justify the absence of 
a teacher from this meeting. It is generally the case that those 


teachers who most need the help of the teachers’-meeting are 
absent from it. 


Teachers’ Absence 
When you expect to be absent from your class, let me know, 


if possible, before Sunday, that your place may be suitably 
filled. 


Absentees 

We have enough new scholars coming into the school to 
soon overrun our accommodations, if it were not for the losses 
we sustain. The losses are largely through the carelessness 
of the scholar and the indifference of the teacher. Scholars 
absent themselves without intending to quit, but are not looked 
after, and drop out altogether. Please keep a close lookout 
for the absentees of your class. Use the telephone, your pen, 
and your feet to find them, and try to ascertain the cause of 
their absence, and urge their return. SO persistent that 
they will be rude and rapid if they get away from you. | am 
aware that it is easy to say all this, but notso easy todoit. I 
have been a teacher, and know the labor and thought it re- 

uires. I also know, from my own experience as a teacher, 
the value of and absolute necessity for such attention. Ihe 
interests at stake demand time and labor at our hands. 
Blow Me Up 

I ask you to tell me frankly and freely wherein you think I 
can improve any feature of my own work or the work of any 
classordepartment. Advise, counsel, and, if need be, criticise 
and condemn me, but do it to my face, that I may profit by it. 

Your fellow-worker, 
GEO. THORNBURGH, Superintendent. 


More organs and pianos are to be given away to worthy 
churches, Sunday-schools, and individuals. See the an- 
nouncement on page 618. 
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LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 12. EZRA’S JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM 


Ezra 8 : 21-32. 


(Study vs, 15-36. Read chap. 7 andg:1to 10:17.) Memory verses: 21-23 


Golden Text: The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek him.—Ezra 8 : 22* 


—<—<—<——— 





COMMON VERSION 


at ¢ Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the 
river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves 
before our God, to seek of him a right way 
for us, and for our little-ones, and for all our 
substance. 

22 For I was ashamed to require of the king 
a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us 
against the enemy in the way: because we 
had spoken unto the ry: saying, The hand 
of our God is upon all them for good that 
seek him; but his power and his wrath is 
against all them that forsake him. 

23 So we fasted and besought our God for 
this: and he was entreated of us, 

24 | Then I separated twelve of the chief of 
the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of 
their brethren with them, 

25 And weighed unto them the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, even the offering of 
the house of our God, which the king, and his 
counsellors, and his lords, and all Israel ¢here 
present, had offered : 

26 I even weighed unto their hand six hun- 
dred and fifty talents of silver, and silver ves- 
sels a hundred talents, and of gold a hundred 
talents ; 

27 Also twenty basons of gold, of a thousand 


AMERICAN REVISION 


at Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the 
river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves 
before our Goil, to seek of him a straight way 
for us, and for our little ones, and for all our 
substance. 22 For I was ashamed to ask of 
the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to 
help us against the enemy in the way, because 
we had spoken unto the king, saying, The 
hand of our God is upon all them that seek 
him, for good ; but his power and his wrath 
is against all them that forsake him. 23 So 
we fasted and besought our God for this : and 
he was entreated of us. 

24 Then I set apart twelve of the chiefs of 
the ! priests, even Sherebiah, Hashabiah, 
and ten of their brethren with them, 25 and 
weighed unto them the silver, and the gold, 
and the vessels, even the offering for the 
house of our God, which the king, and his 
counsellors, and his princes, and all Israel 
there present, had offered: 26 I weighed into 
their hand six hundred and fifty talents of sil- 
ver, and silver vessels a hundred talents ; of 
gold a hundred talents; 27 and twenty bowls 


COMMON VERSION 


drams ; and two vessels of fine copper, pre- 
cious as gold. 

And I said unto them, Ye are holy unto 
the LorD; the vessels ave holy also ; and the 
silver and the gold are a freewill offering unto 
the Lorp God of your fathers. 

29 Watch ye, and keep hem, until ye weigh 
them before the chief of the priests and the 
Levites, and chief of the fathers of [srael, at 
Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of 
the LorD. 

30 So took the priests and the Levites the 
weight of the ‘silver, and the gold, and the ves- 
sels, to bring ‘hem to Jerusalem unto the 
house of our God. 

31 | Then we departed from the river of 
Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to 
go unto Jerusalem : and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait 
by the way. 

32 And we came to Jerusalem, and abode 
there three days. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


aon. of a thousand darics; and two ves- 
sels of fine bright brass, precious as gold. a8 
And I said unto them, Ye are holy unto Jeho- 
vah, and the vessels are holy ; and the silver 
and the gold are a freewill-offering unto Jeho- 
vah, the God of your fathers. 29 Watch 
ye, and keep them, until ye weigh them before 
the chiefs of the priests and the Levites, and 
the princes of the fathers’ Aowses of Israel, at 
Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of 
Jehovah. 30 So the priests and the Levites 
received the weight of the silver and the gold, 
and the vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem 
unto the house of our God. 

31 Then we departed from the river Ahava 
on the twelfth day of the first month, to go 
unto Jerusalem: and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy and the lier-in-wait by the 


way. And we came to Jerusalem, and 
abode there three days.. 


* Go_pen Text (Am. Rev.).—The hand of our God is upon all them that seek him, for good, 
1 In Neh. 12. 24, Levites. * Or, besides 
Pronunciation.—Ahava, A-ha’va; Sherebiah, Shér-e-bi’ah : Hashabiah, Hash-a-bi’ah. 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


T USED to be said of a famous Yale base-ball 
pitcher, whose name was Stagg, that he would 
pray before going into a game. I never heard 

of his denying this, nor of his being ashamed of it. 
Nor were his influence and popularity in college ap- 
parently diminished by it. 

But have you ever known of any one who happened 
to be carrying a Bible in some public place, on the 
street or in a car, being tempted to feel ashamed of 
it, and trying to get the book out of sight? Have 
you ever been embarrassed at being unexpectedly 
discovered in prayer? Which are we more likely to 
be ashamed of: our intimacy with God, or our will- 
ingness to do without God? Of course, it is easy in 
Sunday-school or prayer-meeting to talk about trust- 
ing God. Is it as easy to talk about it in business or 
home or school, on a week-day morning ? Were you 
ever overcome with shame because some one discov- 
ered that you were trying to get along without God ? 

There was a man, some twenty-three hungred 
years ago, who was ashamed in rather an unusual 
way. It was more than fifty years after the temple 
had been finally rebuilt at Jerusalem. It was four- 
teen years after Esther had risked her life to save 
the people, and found that the hardest thing she ever 
did brought the biggest and best returns of anything 
she ever did. The returned Jews in Judea were 
growing indifferent and careless, and were neglect- 
ing the .emple worship. Something needed to be 
done. And so this man, who had been a remarkable 
student of the Bible all his life, although he was liv- 
ing about seven hundred miles from Jerusalem, in 
Babylon, determined to do something about it, even 
if he must get a king to help him. 

With some such introduction as that, go on with 
the story of Ezra, getting your pupils to tell as much 
of it as sible. Your own preparation will have 
been made by a careful reading of the seventh to the 
tenth chapters, inclusive, of Ezra. A hint of what 
had been going on in Palestine since the temple was 
built is given in Professor Beecher’s, Dr. Dun- 
ning’s, and Professor Sanders’ opening paragraphs. 
Glimpses of the personality and powers of Ezra the 
man are given by Professor Beecher, under ‘‘ Per- 
sons,” in Dr. Dunning’s second and third paragraphs, 
and in Professor Sanders’ third and fifth paragraphs. 

For your actual lesson material it will be well 
to use the main events in chapters 7 and 8. The 
thing began by Ezra’s taking the initiative, and 
making a request of the kiig. Ezra’s personal abil- 
ity, enthusiasm, and conviction must have been 
prominent factors in securing the king’s open-handed 
support, Artaxerxes’ letter, or decree (7 : 12-26) is a 
document of sweeping authorizations. 

After the great caravan has started, the first inter- 
esting and unexpected event is the discovery that 
there are no Levites present. ‘‘The place Casi- 
phia” (8 : 17), whence they were enlisted, is touched 
upon by Professor Beecher, on verses 15-20. 

“* At the river Ahava” comes the service of public 
prayer and humbling themselves before God, to seek 
of him a straight way for themselves, and their little 
ones. Have you a clear idea of what it is to humble 
oneself? Most of us have not. Did you ever think 


% % & % 


of humility as a source of power ? This is made very 
plain in Dr. Goss’ first paragraph. 

The travelers needed help and protection from 
some source, for the way was infested with murder- 
ous, thieving enemies, as that land is to-day. In 
Beyrout only last year I talked with a Kurd who had 
just returned from the perilous pilgrimage to Meccah, 
and he told us of the death of his traveling compan- 
ion, killed in an attack made upon them by the way. 
Mrs. Howie's first paragraph tells of similar danger- 
ous robberies of which she has known. When we 
drove from Jerusalem down to the Dead Sea we were 
accompanied by armed escort. 

The king h iven Ezra everything he had asked 
for, A strong Rese of cavalry would undoubtedly 
have been granted as a traveling escort for the entire 
journey, if it had been requested. But Ezra tells us 
that he was ashamed to ask this of the king. 

Why? Because the king had already done so 
much? No; ‘* because we had spoken unto the king, 
saying, The hand of our God is upon all them that 
seek him, for good; but his power and his wrath is 
against all them that forsake him.” And Ezra was 
ashamed even to seem to be doubting God in this 
danger. 

A good kind of shame to have, is it'not ? A better 
kind than the shame of —— a Bible publicly. 
Out there by the banks of the Euphrates these hardy 
— dropped upon their knees and told God that, 

use his reputation was at stake, they wanted 
him to protect them without the agency of any human 


guard. 

And God did. The hardships and dangers of the 
four montis’ journey are all over and forgotten 
in the words, ‘* he delivered us from the hand of the 
enemy and the lier-in-wait by the way. And we 
came to Jerusalem.” 

Do not let the teaching of this lesson be mistaken 
as justifying laziness or carelessness or shirking of 
responsibilities. Ezra’s preparations for guardin 
the treasure, and his words to the priests, ‘* watc 
ye,” are a part of the lesson, too. But when God 
would have us trust him without any visible help in 
sight, let us cultivate Ezra’s shame of distrust. Let 
us do ‘‘ impractical” things when God wants them 
done. Let us decline the world’s help when to accept 
it would be to distrust and dishonor him. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson Writers 

The priests’ training school at Casiphia (Beecher, on vs. 
15-20). 
Nehemiah was right, but Ezra was not wrong (Beecher, 
wa ¥. 22). 

“Watch ye”’ is equivalent to ‘‘be ye wide awake’’ 
(Beecher, on v. 29). 

Jerusalem the recipient of gifts to-day and throughout 
history (Howie, last). 

What the record omits (McLaren, 1). 

Let us. be sensitive to the obligations of our profession 
(McLaren, 3, 4). 

This record is a parable of life’s journey, dangers, and 
trusts (McLaren, 6). 

Are we guiltier than the priests would have been had 
they arrived at Jerusalem empty-handed? (McLaren, 7.) 

The beurgomaster’s little finger, or the arm of God? 
(Banks, 3.) 


bhow the inventor of the telegraph succeeded (Banks, 
last). 
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How to 4nd the only way in the world intended for us 
(Goss, 2). 

What the Jews of Babylonia did for the Jews of Judai, 
(Dunning, 1). 

Begin any work with ‘* God is with us’’; finish with the 
words ‘*God was with us’’ (Dunning, next to last), 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read the first two chapters of Nehemiah. 

Find the verse that gives Nehemiah’s official posi- 
tion. What was that position ? 

What news of the se in Judah was brought to 
Nehemiah, and by whom ? 

What effect did this news have on Nehemiah ? 
What sort of man did this show him to be ? 

What promises of God to Mores did Nehemiah men- 
tion in his prayer? 

Who was ‘‘ this man” mentioned in 1: 11? 

What striking difference was there between Ezra’'s 
return and Nehemiah’s return (2: 9) ? 

What was the first thing Nehemiah did after reach- 
ng Besme (2: 11-15)? What did this indicate ? 

hat gave Nehemiah great confidence (2 : 20) ? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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When God sets you to watch, you had better pray 
with your eyes open. 


. ae 
Difficult Points Explained 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. ' 
How to Locate this Lesson 


T IS now fifty-eight years since the dedication o: 
the temple in the sixth year of Darius, and fourteen 
years since the date given in Esther as that of the 

deliverance of the Jews from Haman. The accounts 
represent that the Jews are residing in all parts of the 
Persian empire, and are in the main wealthy and pros- 
perous, but for these fifty-eight years we have not 
a sentence of specific information concerning Pales- 
tine. From the condition of things which Ezra and 
Nehemiah found we must infer that the Jews there 
had not been in the highest degree either exemplary 
or prosperous, and in particular that they had neg- 
lected the temple worship. The ore Ezra's 
expedition is to put the services of the temple ona 
worthy and magnificent basis, and to enforce the 
distinctively Jewish laws and customs as widely as 
possible in the region. 

Time.— March to July of the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus (Ezra7: 7-9), 458 B.C. This 
is the date that has been commonly accepted. At- 
tempts have recently been made to place the date 
later, but that involves the discrediting of practi- 
cally the whole narrative. 

Place.—The route from Babylonia to Jerusalem. 

Persons.—Principally Ezra and his advisers, and a 
body of men trained for the secondary services of 
the temple. Ezra is evidently a man of mature 
years, who has distinguished himself as a student of 
the ancient sacred literature of Israel. He is a priest, 
but not high-priest (7 : 1-5). His distinguishing 
character is that of scribe (7:6, 10, 12, 14, 23, 25, 
etc.)—that is to say, scholar and teacher in the 
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Scriptures, and in the private practises and public 
services of the religion revealed in the Scriptures. 
That studies of this kind were then in high repute 
with the Jews living in exile is evident from the per- 
sonality of Ezra, as well as from the glimpse we have 
of the institution at Casiphia (8 : 17). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verses 15-20.—When the expedition was ready to 
start, Ezra found, by inspection, that it was lacking 
in properly trained men for the self-denying subor- 
dinate parts in the temple service, singers and gate- 
keepers and altar servants and the like, ana he took 
measures for securing nearly three hundred such 
men through the authorities of ‘‘ the place Casiphia,”’ 
which seems to have been a large training school, or 
something of that kind. 

Verses 21-23.— Then / proclaimed asow: ‘* Then” 
is here merely ‘‘ and,” not an adverb of time.—A/ 
the river Ahava: \ should render this, ‘‘at the river 
at Ahava” ; that is, at that point on the Euphrates. — 
Against the enemy in the way; Compare ‘‘he de- 
livered us from the hand of the enemy and the lier- 
in-wait by the way” (verse 31). In our inferences 
concerning the history we should not neglect the 
light afforded by this glimpse of the lawlessness 
then prevailing. For example, we may be sure that 
neither Jerusalem nor o- other inhabited city con- 
taining treasure was in those days permitted to re- 
main long unfortified.—/or / was ashamed, etc.: 
Ezra was a man of ideas, and Nehemiah a man of 
action. In some cases there was a strong contrast 
between the methods of the two. For example, Ne- 
hemiah had no scruple about taking a military escort 
(Neh. 2:9). Nehemiah was doubtless right, but it 
does not follow that Ezra was wrong. At all events 
Ezra’s plan turned out well.—Fasted and besought : 
There was supplication as well as fasting.—//e was 
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entreated of us: In some way Jehovah made them 
sure that he had granted their request. Doubtless 
they were guided in the asking as well as in the re- 
ceiving. 

Verses 24-30.—Perhaps the precautions here taken 
were as much against robbers from without as against 
dishonesty from within. Even freebooters might 
shrink from the sacrilege of taking sacred treasures 
from the custody of priestly guardians.—/ se¢ apart: 
So the American Revision ; the other versions have 
‘*separated.”— Chiefs of the priests: Not chief 
priests, but ‘‘captains,” priestly officers. The word 
** priests’ seems to be here used in a general sense, 
including temple servants of every grade. In Nehe- 
miah 12: 24 the same men, perhaps, are spoken of as 
Levites, in charge of the responsive singing. Make 
your guess that Ezra’s guardians for the sacred 
treasure were picked students from Casiphia, and 
were young men who could fight as well as sing. — 
The king, and his counsellors, etc.: This shows th 
disposition of the king toward the Jews, and shows 
that the worshipers bene regarded it as proper 
to accept gifts from Gentiles.—A /reewill-offering 
unto Jehovah: From Gentiles as well as from Jews. 
— Watch ye: An unusual word, ‘* be ye wide awake.” 
— The chiefs of the priests... and the princes: Not 
necessarily chief priests, nor men of high birth, but 
simply officials, ecclesiastical and civil. 

Verses 31-32.—7he twelfth day : So the journey ot 
the slow-moving caravan from the Euphrates to 
Jerusalem occupied about three and a half months 
(cf. 7: 9 and 8:-15). 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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The heavenly Caen would be impossible 
without the heavenly passion. 
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A Venture of Faith 


By Alexander 


IFTY-EIGHT years elapsed between the com- 
pletion of the temple and the mission of Ezra, 
and not a word is said of them. Nor do we 

learn what induced Artaxerxes to favor Ezra so sig- 
nally. Our lesson is remarkabk in what it tells and 
omits. It lays emphasis on three points, the act of 
faith in doing without an escort, the charge to the 
priests, and the arrival at Jerusalem, A strange ac- 
count of a journey which says nothing about the toils 
and perils of the road, but dwells on the beginning 
and end of the march! 

1. How to prepare for a perilous adventure. There 
were 1,496 men in the company, besides a number 
of priests, and, no doubt, many hangers-on. Ahava 
was probably a canal or tributary of the Euphra- 
tes near Babylon, and would be a natural place for 
a preliminary halt for overhauling — and 
the like before making the final plunge. Ezra 
found that no Levites had joined him, and de- 
—_— his march till that gap in his ranks had been 
filled up. Its existence was a sad proof of the fee- 
bleness of the religious life in those who should 
have nourished it most sedulously. That gay being 
filled, the material preparations were complete, but 
there was still one thing to be done—the solemn 
casting of the enterprise on God. To plunge into 
the — of the long march without an escort, 
which might have been had from the king for the 
asking, was a noble ‘‘ venture of faith.” A great 
caravan, —— with ‘little ones and much sub- 
stance,” would be a tempting prey for the Bed’ween 
of the desert. 

But Ezra felt that at this time to ask for a guara 
would be a strange commentary on his brave words 
of confidence in God, and would likely provoke sar- 
castic comments on the faith which said that it 
trusted God, and craved for soldiers. Would that 
Christian people were as sensitive to the obligations 
of their professions of trust in God as Ezra was! 
‘* Ye cannot serve—nor can ye trust—God and Mam- 
mon.” If we iean on the Unseen Arm, we must not 
lean half our weight on ‘‘an arm of flesh.” Ezra's 
plan was, even as a piece of policy, the safest. He 
and William Penn were more prudent in going out 
unarmed, the one into the Syrian desert ant the 
other into the wilds of Pennsylvania, than they 
would have been in taking weapons with them. 
Explorers are beginning to find out that they are 
safer without rifles than with them. 

Ezra’s motive should sway us in many fields. Let 
ms see to it that we do not contradict our professions 
of faith by our actions. Let us remember that men 
are keen critics of those who, like Christians, profess 
to be living by faith. Let us trust God altogether 
and not by halves. But let us remember, too, that 
the nourishment of a faith that ventures as Ezra’s 
did must be found in prayer. If we humble our- 
selves before God at the beginning of enter- 
prises full of difficulty and peril, and ask him to 
prepare ‘‘a straight way,” we can cast ourselves 


McLaren, D.D. 


into the adventure with calm confidence that we 
shall hear a voice behind us saying, ‘‘ This is the 
way, walk ye in it”; that round us the angel of the 
Lord will encamp, and that we shall have ‘‘a pros- 
perous journey by the will of God.” 

2. The charge. to the priests. The value of the 

old and silver vessels has been calculated at nearly 

ve millions of dollars, In any case, the amount 
was so large as to make the charge of the vessels a 
great oye ae and the twelve priests, one for 
each of :the tribes, although ten tribes had ceased to 
be represented in Israel, had nosinecu:ie. Ezra went 
about. his work in a business-like fashion, had the 
vessels accurately weighed and registered before 
handing them over, and then gave the priests the 
whole responsibility of their custody, till they were 
again weighed before the aristocracy o the expedi- 
tion ‘tat Jerusalem in the chambers of the house of 
the Lord.” 

His charge tw the priests and Levites requires sleep- 
less vigilance, it bases the need for such on the 
character of the treasure committed to them, and on 
their own relation to God, and it holds out as a 
stimulus the prospect of a strict account when the 
journey’s end is reached. We are not forcing spirit- 
ual meanings on the incident when we see in it a 
striking parable of our own responsibility and duty 
in our march through the desert where lurk many 
thieves ready to rob us of that which has been en- 
trusted tous. ‘ That good thing which was commit- 
ted to thee keep.” We have charge of our own souls, 
our characters. We have the gospel committed to 
our trust. We have life with all its possibilities laid 
in our hands, and we have to stand continually on 
our guard, for plunderers skulk behind every rock 
and in every fold of the desert, and whatever we do 
not gri tightly will be filched from ouf slack hands; 
if we fall asleep, we shall wake to find that mid- 
night marauders have stolen our treasure away 
while we slept. Ezra’s charge is repeated to us by 
Christ's voice, ‘‘ What 1 say unto you, I say unto all, 
watch.” 

The temple vessels were ‘‘ holy” in a ceremonial 
sense, as being devoted to the temple worship, and 
their guardians were ‘‘holy” in a similar sense as 
being separated to perform that worship. Both mo- 
tives apply in a far deeper sense to us, as having 
been entrusted with such sacred gifts, and as 
belonging to Him, and therefore bound to look well 
after that which he has goer us. The man who 
pollutes the nature which God has given him, or who 
negligently keeps no guard over himself, or who lets 
the moth and rust of sloth and worldliness gnaw or 
tarnish the precious gifts of God, is more criminal 
than these priests would have been if they had left 
mere gold and silver vessels unguarded, and so had 
come into Jerusalem empty-handed. 

They had an account torender. There were scales 
in the temple into which the treasures were put, and 
scribes sitting by to note aecurately the weight. 
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We have to face a lilae weighing of what we bring. 
It would have been a poor excuse if Sherebiah and 
his companions had only had to say: ‘‘ Here is the 
list that we had given us at starting, but we really 
do not know what has become of the vessels. They 
have disappeared somehow. They came by night 
and stole them away while we slept.” If that is our 
excuse, there will be no persuading Him and secur- 
ing us when it comes to the overnor’s ears. 

3. The arrival at Jerusalem. Little need be said 
of this. The striking thing about our narrative is 
its utter silence as to the march, its dangers, hard- 
ships, weariness. All that is said is, ‘‘we de- 
parted. ..-to go unto Jerusalem: and the hand of 
our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy and the lier-in-wait by the way. 
And we came to | Fecal wr The start, the divine 
deliverance, the arrival, are all that Ezra thinks it 
worth while to-tell. He does not think first of the 
enemies, but of God who delivered from them. He 
and his men are in Jerusalem; that is the main 
thing. The struggles and toils are forgotten, or are 
remembered only as the background that throws 
W into prominence God's delivering love and power. 

e may be sure that so it will be with us. If, like 
Abraham, we depart ‘‘ to go into the land of Canaan,” 
it will be said of us as of him, *‘Into the land of 
Canaan he came,” and the toils of the road will be 
all forgotten. 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 





“The Setting of the Picture for the lesson on ** Exra’s 
Journey to Jerusalem’? is given in the article by Dr. 
Edgar James Banks, ‘' Across the Desert in the Path 
of the Lxiles,’’ on page 608 of this issue of the Times. 











In the Lands of the Lessons 
By Jesse Lyma. Hurlbut, D.D. 


(To be used in connection with the maps furnishe; 
with The Sunday School Times Lesson Pic- 
tures and Maps, 10 cents od set of 13 pic- 
tures and 2 maps for the Fourth Quarter.) 


OR this lesson, the map of the Old Testament 
world should be drawn as before, and special 
notice should be given to: 1. The river Eu- 

hrates. 2. The city of Babylon. 3. The city of 
Temaaion. ‘The river Ahava,” where Ezra gath- 
ered his caravan, was probably not far from Babylon, 
and may have been one of the many irrigating canals 
of Babylonia. 

We can tell with considerable certainty Ezra’s route 
from Babylon aye rang Let it be marked upon 
the map, up the Euphrates River, perhaps as far as 
Haran; then turning to the southwest, following the 
line of the mountains tothe River Jordan; theneither 
over the mountains of Israel, or down the Jordan val- 
ley as far as Jericho; then up the mountains to Jerusa- 
lem. This is the general route pursued from the 
days of Abraham even until now, tween the lands 
of the east and the west in that region. 

The direct course would be over the Arabian 
Desert, but this would be impossible for a large body 
of people, from its lack of food and water. 

SoutH OranceE, N. J. 
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Self-denial is the sign of sincerity. 





WAS ASHAMED TO ASK OF THE KING A BAND 
or SOLDIERS AND HORSEMEN TO HELP US AGAINST 
THE ENEMY IN THE Way.”—No man knew bet- 
ter than Ezra did the thousand dangers which usuall 
await such a caravan as his. The metal alone whic 
was in his party (Ezra 8: 26, 27) was about five million 
dollars, and was alone sufficient to tempt the most 
scrupulous and least daring of robber bands, During 
the twelve years of our sojourn in Syria we have been 
visited by several merchants who had been robbed of 
even the very clothes they wore, at one or other of the 
— past which Ezra’s caravan journeyed from 

bylonia to Jerusalem, and traveling was less safe 
then than it is now. 

“So THE PrIEsTS AND THE LEVITES RECEIVED THE 
WEIGHT OF THE SILVER AND THE GOLD AND THE VEs- 
SELS TO BRING THEM TO or angen ie er years 
ago my attention was called by a precocious Syrian 

outh to what he called a strange fact, namely, that 
trom the days of Ezra down to the present, Judea re- 
mains the recipient of the alms and charity of the rest 
of the world. The temple gate of Nicanor, which 
**excelled all other gates,” was the gift of Nicanor of 
Alexandria. Tiberius, father of Alexander, also a 
foreigner, furnished the gold and silver for the orna- 
mentation of the nine gates of the temple. The best 
ornaments in Bishop Blythe’s cathedral in Jerusalem 
to-day are the gifts of Irish Christian philanthropists. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 12 (Ezra 8: 21-32) 


The poor saints which are at Jerusalem (Rom. 15: 26) 
received the contributions of foreign Christians, and 
to-day the nominal poor of Jerusalem live in part at 
least on the gifts of the real poor of Russia. The 
bulk of modern Palestine Jews, notably those in 
Jerusalem, depend on their brethren who are in 
Europe and America, as the poor Jews of Jerusalem 
in Ezra’s day ~ ee on the Jews and others of 
Mesopotamia an Babylonia for help, both as indi- 
viduais and as a community. 


Suwetr. Mt. LEBANON, Syria, 
% 
They who seek His guidance find him their guard. 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


On the Lord’s Side 


HEN / proclaimed a fast there, at the river 
Ahava, that we might humble ourselves be- 
fore our God, to seck of him a straight way 

or us (v. 21). David Gracey once said: ‘‘ We are 
like William of Orange, with a few followers and an 
empty purse, making war against the master of half 
the world, with the mines of Peru for a treasury. 
But like William, too, when — concerning 
our resources, we can reply: ‘ Before we took up this 
cause we entered into a close alliance with the King 


of kings.’ Those on the Lord’s side are on the win- 
ning side.” 
Luther’s Courage 


The hand qY our God is upon all them that seek 
him, for good (Golden Text). Luther's words in the 
first struggles of his public ministry have the sacred 
anxiety, the solemn confidence, and almost the lan- 
guage of the apostle: “‘I am compassed with no 
guards but those of heaven. I live in the midst of 
enemies who have legal power to kill me every hour. 
But this is the way in which I comfort myself: I 
know that Christ is Lord of all, and that the Father 
hath put all things under his feet, among the rest the 
wrath of the emperor and of all evil spirits. If it 
please Christ that I should be slain, let me die in his 
name. If it do not please him, who shall slay me?” 
God’s Protection 

So we fasted and besought our God for this: ana 
he was entreated of us (v. 23). VY have read of a 

»0r Baptist pastor in Germany who was forbidden 

y the Dargemacter of Hamburg from holding re- 
ligious meetings. ‘Do you see hat little finger?” 
said the Burgomaster. ‘As long as I can move that 
finger, so long will I put down the Baptists.’’ ‘‘ Yes,” 
said the brave pastor, ‘‘I see your little finger, and I 
see also the great arm of God; and whilst that arm 
is lifted on our behalf, your little finger will have 
little terror for us.” 


Sanctified Personality 

Then I set apart twelve of the chiefs of the priests, 
even Sherebiah, Hashabiah. and ten of their breth- 
ven with them.... And I said unto them, Ye are holy 
unto Jehovah (v. 24, 28). A traveler tells how he 
visited a gold mine one day, and a piece of quartz 
was given to him, in which, with the naked eye, he 
could see the shining metal. He was told to look at 
it from every direction, and no matter which way he 
viewed it, the metal shone and glittered. ‘‘ That,” 
said his friend, ‘‘is the way we determine the genu- 
ine article. There is a commodity that resembles 
gold, but when you look at it in certain lights it does 
not shine, because it is not genuine. The pure gold 
shines however you view it.” That is just the differ- 
ence between the genuine Christian, who is set apart 
wholly unto God, and the nominal professor. he 
—— Christian shines, place him where you may. 

he nominal, at times, has the appearance of genu- 
ineness, but, when seen from other directions, there 
is no shining, because the real gold is not there. 


Sacrifice 


The silver and the gold area ” she geaty 
unto Jehouah, the God of your fathers. ... Andt 

hand uf our God was upon us, and he delivered us 
(v. 28, 31). I have recently been re-reading the story 
of Professor Samuel F. B. Morse, the inventor of the 
electric a, and have been struck not only 
with its pathetic interest, but with its suggestion of 
the great truth that God accepts honest sacrifice. 
Morse was an artist of no ordinary ability. He 
might have achieved fame in his profession if his 
mind had not taken hold of the greater thought. 
He became so deeply interested in the possibilities 
of electricity that he gave up his profession and de- 
voted all his time and energy to this one thing. He 
denied himself the common necessaries of life, 
encountering embarrassments and delays of the 
most distressing kind, but he pressed on in his 
studies and experiments. He did not pursue a 
shadow. He was satisfied that electricity could 
be utilized to convey intelligence instantly between 
two distant points. But the difficulty of inventing a 
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mechanical device whereby advantage might be taken 
of the laws and properties of this powerful agent, was 
very great. He gave his soul up to this.. It was 
more to him than food, and drink, and sleep. With 
sincere religious devotion he laid all his ambitions as 
an artist, ‘which were more to him than silver and 

ld, upon God's ‘altar. The world knows the result; 

e did not toil nor suffer in vain. 


New York Ciry. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


HAT we might humble ourselves before our 
God (vy. 21). No other virtue is so easy to cari- 
cature and so difficult to cultivate as humility. 

None is so beautiful when it is genuine, nor so re- 
ulsive when it is fictitious. Being scared is not 
ing humble, neither is being discouraged. Syco- 
hancy and servility are not humility, but modesty 
is, or at least it is the principal ingredient. One 
thing is certain, that humility is the only mental 
attitude in which either mental, moral, or spiritual 
progress is possible. New and better ideas and pur- 
poses have to be driven violently into the heads of 
coxcombs and egotists from the outside, but a modest 
and humble spirit absorbs them like a sponge. The 
very essence of humility is belief in the existence of 
eat souls from whom a higher wisdom can be 
earned, Its finest manifestation is a belief in the 
being of an infinite person who is the source of all 
knowledge, power, and goodness. To be forever 
looking up into his face with wonder and expecta- 
tion, y to be taught, to be restrained, to be 
chastened, if seed be, is Christian humility. These 
old sages, the glorious story of whose achievements 
we are reading, deliberately went without food to 
get into this mental attitude, in order that they 
might discover an unknown secret,-——the path of life, 
0 seek of him a straight way, for us and for our 
little ones, and for our substance (vy. 21). For ever 
child born into the world there is a ‘‘ straight way.” 
of life. At every step there will be a thousand by- 
paths, but there is only one best way in which he 
ought to go. To find that way is his supreme prob- 
lem. And the way to find that way is to do as these 
Jews did. To the conceited and the headstrong the 
way is hidden, but it opens stage by stage to those 
who walk confidently before their God. A way 
for ourselves, for our wives, for our little ones, for 
our substance. A divinely ordained path in which 
we may travel with an undisturbed assurance! Is 
that not a beautiful and noble conception of life ? 
Match it, if you can! Which idea will you little 

ple adopt,—that the path you have to travel is the 
result of blind chance, or that it is selected by your 
own unaided sagacity, or that it has been marked 
out for you by God? The first theory is horrible, 
the second is absurd, the third divine. 

For Il was ashamed to ask of the king a band of 
soldiers (v.22). Ashamed, for a reason quite worthy 
of consideration. With a calm but bold assurance, 
he had asserted the universal principle that the hand 
of the Almighty was forever upon the heads of those 
who sought and served him, while his wrath and 
power are pledged to the destruction of those who 
oppose his will. And now, having made this asser- 
tion, he was ashamed to repudiate it by showing his 
lack of confidence in the acceptance of human pro- 
tection. That motive may not be the noblest in the 
list, but it is so tremendously effective that it cannot 
be totally devoid of merit. To how many of our 
obligations and contentions are we all held by the 
mere shame of going back upon them! Having 
taken positions, there is an intolerable mortification 
in receding. For this reason, it is a good thing to 
take positions, to make a stand somewhere. Beware 
of the boy or girl, man or woman, who never commits 
himself. No doubt we ought to be more ashamed to 
hold to a false ition than to abandon it, but if it 
were not for this mere mortification of ‘‘ giving in” 
and of ‘* going back,” the world would be even fuller 
of weak-kn people than it is now. 

Watch ye, and keep them, until ye weigh them 
before the chiefs, etc. (v. 29). There is, then, a 
time up to which we must bear our responsibilities 
before we can rightfully lay them down. ‘ Until” 
these messengers deposi their sacred trusis at 
the feet of their fellow-laborers in Jerusalem, they 
were accountable to God for their faithfulness. My 
little man, you cannot pick up and lay down re- 
sponsibilities at your fickle will. If you go under 
them, you must bear them ‘until’ you reach the 
appointed place of discharge. The soldier cannot 
lay down his rifle until the expiration of the term of 
enlistment. God has given you parents to reverence, 
a church to aepeest. a country to defend, and you 
must perform these missions until the last second of 
his requirement. 

CIncrnnati, Onto. 

< 


Business system is never out of place in sacred 
business. ; 
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The Lesson in Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


"* The Second Founder of Israel"’ 
1. His Israelite Ancestry : 
Ezra the son of Seraiah . . . of Aaron (Ezra 7: 1-5). 
Jehovah . .. hath chosen thee (Deut. 7 : 6). 


Israelites ; whose is the adoption (Rom. 9: 4, 5). 
Beloved for the fathers’ sake (Rom. 11 : 28). 


2. His Love of the Scriptures : 
He was a ready scribe in the law (Ezra 7 : 6). 
Meditate thereon My! and night (Josh. 1 : 8). 
His delight is in the law of Jehovah (Psa. 1 : 2). 
Open thou mine eyes. . 
3- His Life-Work : 
Ezra had set his heart. . . to teach (Ezra 7: 10), 
Ezra... brought the law... read therein (Neh. 8 : 1-3,8). 
I will also speak of thy testimonies (Psa. 119 : 46). 
He interpreted . . . in all the scriptures (Luke 24 : 27). 
4- His Prayertul Spirit : 

A fast,... before our God, to seek (21). 
Seek ye Jehovah and his strength (1 Chron. 16 : 11). 
We made our prayer unto our God (Neh. 4 : 9). 
Let your requests be made known (Phil. 4 : 6). 
§- His Paith in God: 

The hand of our God... upon them (22, 23). 
Jehovah, .. . in thee do I take refuge (Psa. 7: 1). 
Blessed . . . that maketh Jehovah his trust (Psa. 40 : 4). 
It is better to take refuge in Jehovah (Psa. 118 : 8). 
6. His Pidelity in Business : 

Weighed unto them the silver (24-27). 

Keep them, until ye weigh them (28-30). 
Diligent. . . stand before kings (Prov. 22 : 29). 
‘lake thought for things honorable (2 Cor. 8 : 21). 
7- His Thorough Enforcement of God's Law : 
Shall we... break thy commandments? (Ezra 9 : 13, 14.) 
Kzra ... made the chiefs. . . swear (Ezra 10: 5). 
Come ye out from among them (2 Cor. 6 : 15-18). 
Have no fellowship. . . works of darkness (Eph. 5:11). 


When a man's boasting ts in the Lord, he is not 
likely to have to take any back-track, 


<_0 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association) 


. wondrous things (Psa. 119 : 18). 


Monday.—Ezra7:6-20 ......4:++6-. The king's letter 
pucedey.—Eara7:stm. . .. ss scvveves Roya) gifts 
Wednesday.—Fzra 8: 21-32 ~=.._:. Ezra’s journey to Jerusalem 
Thursday.—8 :33109:4.... 4 Mourning for sin 


Fridav.— Ezrag: 5-15. . ore ee Confession 
Saturday.—Exodus 15: 11-18. . ..... . . God's leading 
Sunday.—Psalm 20. .....+.4.+0e+e0¢ 0. b¥ust in God 


< 


All effectual prayers rise on the wings of some 
Sacrifice. 


Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


ALL for the title and Golden Text. To-day we 

have a story of a great traveling picnic. Put 

a large W on the board, and at the proper 
times add the initial letters of the guiding words. 

I see a gathering of men and women and children 
far in the East. ho are they? Jews. I see among 
them one most prominent man, Name him. Ezra. 
How many jews do you see? 1,500men. Put down 
the letters J,1,500,and E. Among them I see twelve 





HO? J., 1,500, E., A. 
HERE? A., J., 700. 
HAT? P., W. 

HAT THEN? SUCCESS. 











men who have charge of something very precious. 
Who are they? Priests. Put down the letter P. 
Who has allowed them to gather thus, to begin their 
journey? Artaxerxes. Put down the letter A. This 
givés you the Who of the lesson. Where do these 
people all gather? At the river Ahava. Put down 
the proper letter. Whither do they all desire to go? 
To Jerusalem. Put down J. How far is it to Jeru- 
salem? About 700 miles. Put down 7oo. This 

ives the Where. See, a great prayer-meeting ! 

ho are these fasting and praying? Jews. or 
what are they praying? For God’s guidance. Put 
down the letter P. But now they start. See, they 
journey day by day for months. What might we 
call this? We might call this work, for they not 
only prayed, but they worked to get to the city of 
their choice. Put down the letter W, for ** Work.” 
Yes, that was right, for work and Pn ge always 
should go together. What Then? hy, of course 
success, for all reached Jerusalem in peace and safety. 
Put down the word Success. Did Ezra meet any dif- 
ficulties in the way? Of course. Did they daunt 
him? No; he only pushed ahead. In this he set an 
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example for all who love Zion and wish for her geass 
Difficulties should never cause us to stop work, and 
we may be sure that, as in the case of Ezra, soin our 
case, God will give us success through his blessing. 


New York City. 
.4 


The Superintendent’s Lantern 


The towing black-and-white lantern slides are sug- 
igested for use in connection with this lesson. Where the 
electric lantern is used, these slides may be shown upon the 
screen without materially Lewsey ~ | the room. For further 
information address The Sunday School Times Company. 


The Temple Area, Jerusalem (The Sunday School Times 
Lesson Picture). 

Pictures of modern Jerusalem, showing the ‘Temple area 
from various view-points. 

The Jews’ Wailing Place; the outer wall of the Temple 
area. 





Ph. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book “ Bible Songs."’ 


Psalm 5 : 2-6. * 
(5 : 1-5. 
Psalm 34 78-18. 
(47: 2-5. 71:1, 2) 


“ Forward ! be our watchword."’ 

‘* To thy temple I repair."’ 

** Triumphant Zion, lift thy head."* 
** The church's one foundation."’ 


‘8: 1-4) 


**Go, labor on! spend and be Psalm 122% 1-4. 

spent." (180: 1-3. 263: 1%, 2.) 
** Lord, speak to me, that I may Psalm 107 : 1-4. 

speak."’ (155: 1-4. 220: 1-4.) 


** Oft in danger, oft in woe."’ 
** Children of the heavenly King.” 


“ 


There are too many people ta.king about trust in 
the Lord-and sleeping with a gun under their 
pillows. 


Psalm 25 : 3-7. 
(32:3, 4 51:2, 3) 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Quarter’s Thought: 
Over His People. 


God’s Goodness and Care 
He Careth for You. 


‘Lesson Story: God’s Care Dufing Ezra’s Journey 
to Jerusalem. 


LessJjn Teaching: God’s Hand Guides and Guards 
all who Seek Him. See Golden Text. 


INTRODUCTION, 


Gus was a little boy in New York, whose parents 
died before he was six; so he lived at the Orphans’ 
Home until a home was found for him with a 
in Nebraska, hundreds of miles away. There was 
nobody to take him, so it was decided to send him in 
the conductor's hands, which really means in the 
conductor's care. When he started, he had a new 
suit, a ticket, a box of lunch, and fifty cents. A card 
was sewed inside his coat, giving his name and the 
place where he was going, and in his pocket he car- 
ried a letter to show when needed, because in sucha 
long journey of three days the conductors changed 
many times. Gus felt rather lonesome, but the 
was much to see, and he tried to be brave, for 
believed the conductors would look after him, and so 
they did. Whenever he had to change, one conduc- 
tor took him by the hand and introduced him to the 
next. 

He had several little misfortunes, but God put it 
into the hearts of people to be kind to him. As he 
looked out of the car-window, his new straw hat 
blew off, and he almost cried, but a kind traveling 
man gave him his extracap. By the second day, the 
hot weather spoiled his lunch, and it had.to be thrown 
away, and his money was soon gone, but kind people 
bought food for him. At Holdredge his train was so 
late that he had to stay all might. and had no money 
for a bed, but a kind man paid for his bed and break- 
fast, and next day a lady on the train looked'after 
him, until late at night he reached his new home safe 
and sound. Could you be as brave as Gus? There 
are many times when people must trust themselves 
in the hands of others, who usually do the best they 
can to care for them safely. 


LESSON, 


There are hands in which we need never fear to 
trust ourselves,—God's hands. Our lesson tells how 
he cared for a large band of travelers on their Jour- 
ney .to Jerusalem. (Write that, and sketch the 
journey.) Not the shortest way, for that was desert. 
‘They were captive Jews, born in a foreign land, who 
had never seen Jerusalem, but they had heard about 
it. Another good king, like Cyrus, decreed that all 
who wished could go, and Ezra was to be their leader. 
(Show his book.) He was a good man to lead them 
(Ezra 7: 10). 

Many hundreds gathered by a river near Baby- 
lon. te took twelve days to get ready to start 
on the four months’ journey, for there were men, 
women, and little children, besides presents of gold 
and silver, and many beautiful dishes for God's 
House in Jerusalem. . These were weighed and 
counted, and given into the care of twelve priests. 
(Show the picture-roll.) The king also gave Ezra a 
letter to. show to other rulers along the way, tellin 
them to furnish food or whatever else Ezra need 
for the ——. 

Usually on such a journey of several hund-ed 
miles, part of it through dangerous country where 
robbers lived, a guard of soldiers went along; but 
Ezra was ashamed to ask for soldiers, because he 
had told so much about his God. (Read v. 22.) He 
believed that God's hand could keep them safely, 
because it had helped him so often before. (See 
7: 6, 9, 28;-8 : 18,22, 31.) -- EJ 4 

‘Before starting, they fasted and prayed, and asked 
God's care, believing ‘!: The hand of, our God is upon 





armer — 


all them for good that seek him.” (Write-God’s Good 
Hand.) They asked him to guide them in the right 
way, and to guard them from harm. (Add Guide and 
Guard. ) 

To the priests who carried the silver and gold and 
the vessels for God’s house Ezra said: ‘‘ These are 
holy, Watch ye, and keep them until ye weigh them 
at Jerusalem.’ 


n the twelfth day they started, and God's good 
hand was upon them, and delivered them from dan- 
gers along the way. Of course they couldn't see 

od’s hand as you see mine, but they felt his loving 
care in guiding and guarding them safely. At last 
they reached Jerusalem, where they met some of the 
captives who had returned many years before. After 
resting three days, they counted out the treasures 
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they had brought, and found everything safe; then 
they wrote a list of them. They heid asort of thanks- 
ving; and encouraged! God’s people and his service 


en. 


ince then many other people have been comforted, 
believing that God's good hand still guides and 
guards his children. The Pilgrim Fathers believed 
in God’s guidance when they left their country to 
seek a ‘tiew land;- Missionaries believe that God’s 
hand guides and guards in their work. All our 
daily blessings come from God's hand. David said 
in Psalm 145’: 16, ‘‘ Thou openest thy hand, and 
satisfiest the desire of every living thing.” It was 
God's hand that made this wonderful world, and his 
hand cares for ‘it still. In his hands are all the *‘cor- 
ners of the earth,” ‘‘He hath measured the waters 
in the hollow of His hand.” 

We are all journeying toward the new Jerusalem, 
our heavenly home, if we love and trust God.. We 
cannot tell how long the journey will be, but it is a 
comfort to know *‘ The hand of our God is upon all 
them for good that seek him.” 


**O trust, trust in God, 
Trust him all the long day through ; 
For he who cares for the birds and flowers, 
Will surely care for you.’’ 
(“ Little Branches,”’ No. 2.) 


6 4 
Seek His glory, and you are sure of his guidance. 


a 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


N OTE that almost a century had passed since the 
first company of exiled Jews teturned to Jeru- 
salem as described in the lesson of four weeks 

ago. The religious impulse which caused'that joyful 
journey and the completion of the temple sixteen years 
ater had died out. The children and ndchildren 
of those whose zeal burned to rebuild Jérusalem had 
in their peveney lost interest in their mission, and 
almost abandoned their faith. 'Then'the Jews re- 
maining.in-Babylon organized anothet* expedition 
which put new life into the decaying colony in 
Judah. It was the Jews of Babylon whic kept alive 
the religion: and the patriotism of their race, recre- 
ated its sacred literature, and trained fit leaders for 
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their brethren at Jerusalem. The greatést of these 
leaders was Ezra, and the qualities which made him 
eminent are those which should be sought and culti- 


vated by your pupils. Commend and illustrate to 
them from Ezra’s experience as he told it : 

Dependence on God. The account of the organiza- 
tion of the expedition in chapter 7: 1-26 appears to 
have been written by an unnamed person, but from 
verse 27 we have what purports to be Ezra’s own 
testimony. He was a diligent student of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, and he studied them to obey their teach- 
ing, and to instruct others to obey it (7 : 6, 10). 
That = him confidence in God, as it will give any 
one who studies the Bible in a like spirit. It gave 
him power to inspire confidence in others, so that he 
secured authority from the king (7 : 6) to make the 
journey, and gathered a company of able and influen- 
tial leaders to go with him (7 : 27,28). He assembled 
them by the river Ahava,—nobles and their -follow- 
ers (8 : 1-20). He impressed on them the conviction 
that the success of their effort would come from their 
dependence on God. He might have asked and 
= an escort of troops from the king. But he 

ad told the king that he depended on Jehovah. 
Therefore, instead of asking for soldiers, he appointed 
a fast, and besought God to make a safe way for 
them (vs. 21-23), and he said God gave them answer. 

In this trust lay Ezra’s first claim to leadership, 
and because of it strong men believed and followed 
him. This same trust has given power to the great- 
est leaders of our nation. Ask your pepils to study 
the lives of the makers of our country. ere, for ex- 
ample, is a characteristic saying of McKinley, when 
he had pointed to its destiny as determined by God, 
and to be achieved through trust in God : 

‘We follow, all of us, one flag. It symbolizes 
what we believe and what we mean to maintain, and 
wherever it floats, it is the flag of the free, the hope 
of the oppressed, and wherever it is assailed, at any 
sacrifice, it will be carried to a triumphant peace.” 
The Jews of Babylon had’ no nobler aim than this. 
In that spirit every one may inspire confidence in 
himself as a leader. ‘ 

Wise Use of Possessions and Privileges. Ezra 
chose twelve fit men to whom he intrusted the public 
goods. He distributed to them the treasures to be 
taken to Jerusalem according to their ability to care 
for them (vs. 24-27). As the servant of the people he 
would not give public offices as rewards for personal 
service to himself,, but appointed men because of 
their fitness to administer public affairs. Men show 
their worthiness to be leaders in government, in busi- 
ness, in chureh, and family, by adapting persons to 
places so as to secure the best results for all. In 
this, too, President Roosevelt is an illustrious exam- 

le. 

" Consecration of the Men Chosen and the Means 
Held in Trust for the People. When Ezra had ap- 
pointed officers he taught them their duties; and 
their first duty he told them was to regard as holy 
themselves and the treasures they had in charge 
(vs. 27-30)... ‘*Ye are holy unto Jehovah ; and the 
vessels are holy.” No one can worthily administer 
state or church or school or factory or household un- 
less he makes himself-and his business holy. And 
no one will fail who takes up his business as a serv- 
ice to God, believing that what he is appointed to do 
is worthy of his best effort. 

Diligence in Administering One’s Work. Ezra or- 
ganized his company with faithful devotion to his 
trust, and promptly set out on his journey. He had 
declared to the king .the conviction which was his 
abiding motive,—‘‘ The hand of our God is upon all 
them that seek him, for good.” His confidence was 
not disappointed. At the end of the journey he said, 
‘*The hand of our God was upon us, and he deliv- 
ered us from the hand of the enemy.”’ On the fourth 
day after the company arrived in Jerusalem his offi- 
cers delivered their treasures to the proper authori- 
ties, and when these were weighed, the account was 
found to be correct. They delivered to the leaders 
in Judea the commissions of the king, and they all 
‘* furthered the people and the house of God.” 

Thus the decaying house of Israel was renewed ; 
and Ezra and his lieutenants revived the nation which 
gave Jesus Christ tothe world. In this ancient record 
are revealed the secrets of success for all who have 
ambition to be useful to their fellow-men. Let them 
trust God. Let them use what comes into their 
hands as wisely as they can. Let them hold their 
responsibilities and opportunities as a sacred trust. 
Let them work diligently. The result wil] be suc- 
cess in the eyes of God, and can never be worthless 
in the eyes of men. 

Boston. 

x 


Faith casts out fear. 





Have you ever tried The Sunday School Times Les- 
son Pictures and Maps as a help in interesting your 
class in the lesson? Ten cents will pay fora quar- 
ter's set of thirteen different pictures and two 
maps, cach on a separate sheet of enameled paper. 

















LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 12 


Expenses 


You can be as generous as 
you like at Christmas, and 
all it will cost you will be a 
little systematic work be- 
tween now and then. 

Write to Tue Lapies’ 








Home Journat and THE 
Saturpay Eventnc Post, 
Philadelphia, and find out 
all about it. 

After Christmas you can 
work some more; $500 a 
month is not too much to 
expect. 

No luck about it. It 
depends upon you, and the 


work is easy. 


The Curtis Publishing Company 
W 03 Arch St., Philadelphia 































WEBSTER’S 


INTERNATIONAL 





IT fs 
UP TO DATE 
AND 
RELIABLE 


RECENTLY ENLARGED WITH 
25,000 New Words and Phrases 


ALSO ADDED 
New Gazetteer of the World 
New Biographical Dictionary 
Editor in Chief, W. T. Bava, FAD. LLD., 
United States C 


2380 Quarto Pages. 5000 Pilhditeations, 
IT 16 A PAOKED STOREHOUSE OF ACOURATE INFORMATION 
Grand Prize(THighest Award) Worto’s Fain St.Lours 


Also Webster's Coat oo Roemenaey 
1116 Pages. 
Regular Bisco vassetigiadien Sue 8 bindings. 
De Luxe Edition 6% x 8% x1% in. Printed from 
same plates, on bible paper. 2 beautiful bindings. 


FREE, “Dictionary Wrinkles.” Illustrated pamphlets. 
G.&6 C. MERRIAM CO. 


Publishers, Springfield, Mass., U. S. A. 
GET THE BEST 


$100.00 
Church 
Money 


The sure and quick way Send for free sample of | 
to raise CAS) SH for po | this and other money | 
church or raising calendars 
is to issue A CHURCH CALENDAR. Send us Photo- 
graphs of your pastor and of your church, and we will 
ay them grouped together in carbon photog- 
200 satin finished aluminum 10 YEA 
c CALENDARS com . with silk cord at top for 
poe We send t 
Your members quickly sell this dainty and 
woeful x of your church and pastor for 25 cents 
eac 
apy time within a month. Most societies re-order sev- 
eral times, clearing $30.00 each time. Mail heey. | 
Graphs and names to-da NO MONEY 
rite to-day for free cample calendars and the story of | 
others’ success. 
GET YOUR ORDER IN EARLY. 
New Method Ce., 5696 S. Park Ave., Chicago. 
“ Money Raising Plans for Church Workers.” 





























{Ezra 8 : 21-32) 





(“ Graded Helps " continued) 
The Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
Ezra’s Great Enterprise 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Ezra 7-10). 

[For each member of the Bible Class.] 
After the building of the second tem- 
ple, despite the glowing hopes which 
quickened the hearts the devoted 
sons of Israel, there was an interval of 
many years of silence, a period during 
which no definite data found a perma- 
nent record. Apparently the priestly 
element gained in influence and au- 
thority, while the prophets or other 
leaders were obscured. Our only clue 
to the religious life of the age is given 
by uncertain inferences from the book 

Malachi and from other scraps of pro- 
phetic utterance which may date from 
the period. Such information is very 
inconclusive and unsatisfactory. We 
may be certain, however, that toward 
the close of the period the colony in 
Judea was regarded by the Jews abroad 
as being in real need of assistance and 
of a reform. 

Nehemiah and Ezra represent the two 
factors which co-operated to render the 
assistance and carry through the reform. 
Of recent years scholars have questioned 
whether Nehemiah did not take action 
before Ezra. The question is not of 
fundamental importance, since the 
were clearly complemental in_ their 
work. Ezra represented the side of 
scholarship, Nehemiah that of states- 
manship. 

Ezra was a distinguished scholar, the 
most famous and truly representative 
scribe of his day. Under him and his 
long line of godly predecessors for a 
hundred and fifty years a notable work 
had been in process of execution,—the 
gathering up, editing, copying, and 
studying of the Law. The scribes of 
Babylon had devoted themselves to this 
work and to the consequent reformula- 
tion of the ways of the religious and 
social life of token In fact, by this 
slow process Judaism proper came into 
being. 

From King Artaxerxes Ezra received 
permission to go to Jerusalem with a 
chosen band of followers, to inaugurate 
his reforms. So strongly had he em- 
phasized the care of Tehovah for the 
enterprise, that the king did not offer 
an escort, and Ezra was ashamed to ask 
one. He had a stout heart, however, 
held a prayer- meeting, and went ahead 
safely. Chapters 9 and 1o describe a 
movement of reform which he led. He 
was successful in impressing the people 
with their sinfulness and laxity. 

The glory of Ezra was his learning, 
devotion, and zeal. He was a man of 
one idea at a time, not a born leader 
andruler of men. The consummation of 
his hopes he could never have reached 
unaided ; but in Nehemiah he found the 
needed associate. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


A leaflet containing the names of reference works | 
bearing on the lessons from Isaiah to Malachi will be 
mailed by The Sunday School Times Co 


, Upon re- 
quest, for a two-cent stamp. 





of the scribes and the place of Ezra will 
be found in Hunter's ‘‘ After the Exile” 
(Vol. I, pp. 265-318, and vol. II, pp. 1-98). 


| For the discussion of the question of the 
precedence of Ezra or of Nehemiah see 


Kent’s ‘‘ Jewish People” 
184-204). 
mentary on “Ezra and 
(Cambridge Bible, pp. 86-144) are very 
helpful. Wade's ‘‘Old Testament His- 


tory” (pp. 473-479) may be read with 
| profit. 


(pp. 153-166, 


Nehemiah ” 


III, Questions For Stupy anp Discus- 
SION. 


To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 


| tul consideration, to members of the class.] 


200 calendars to you express | 


$30.00 for your profit and send us $20.00 | 


1. The Work of the Scribes. (1.) 
Why did the profession of the seribe be- 
come so important during and after the 
|exile? (2.) To what monumental task 
did they give themselves ? 

2. Ezra Their Leader. (3.) How 
came he to deserve the title of ‘* the 
scribe par excellence” 


( Continued on page 617, first column) 
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A very clear setting forth of the work 


; | lengthwise and the fleece is knitted in crosswise, 
The comments in Ryle's com- 
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Fasiest-reading Bible 


The Bible is more than a book; it is a whole library ; the combined 
work of many authors living at different times in different lands. 

The mere reader of the Bible, even though intelligent and religious, will 
miss much of the precious truth that often lies hidden under the mass of 
matters which to many appear unconnected. In the * International ” 


Christian Workers’ Bible 


the Rev. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D., the popular lecturer and preacher on 
Bible themes, has evolved a new plan of indexing and marking that makes 
Bible reading not only easy but exceptionally attractive. 

By means of red lines under the wording and along the margin Dr. 
Hurlbut has tied together in one harmonious whole each important topic. 
For instance, take the text, ‘‘ Whosoever will, may be saved.’’ ‘The reader 
can turn from page to page and by means of 
the red underlines and key letter quickly read 
everything in the Bible relating to the theme. 

The thread of red ink running through all 
the books from Genesis to Revelation connects 
each sacred passage with the others on the 
same topic. 


Three Thousand Selected Texts 


are arranged on this plan. 

The Christian Workers’ Bible is not for 
a special class, but for all who read the Scrip- 
tures. The minister will find it indispensable, 
the Sunday-school teacher an invaluable aid, 
the Y. M. C. A. worker a wonderful help. 
It is a Bible for the busy man and woman and 
a crutch for the weak and halt in Scripture 
reading. 


The Christian Workers’ Bible is bound in fine Mo- 
rocco, Divinity Circuit, with overlapping edges and ends 
round corners, gold edges with red underneath, silk he ad- 
band and silk marker. 

Size of page, 8% 5 
large, clear type, 





% inches, beautifully printed in 
on fine dull finish paper. 

Published at $4.75, but for quick intro- 
duction, and for a limited time we offer it at 


the Special Price of $2.50. 


Cut out the following coupon and mail to-day and The 
Christian Workers’ Bible will be sent, charges prepaid, for 
examination. If it comes up to expectations, remit $2.50. 
If not, return by express at Our expense within five days. 





Bnternational Bible Press o 
1006-16 ARCH ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


Please send, without charge, THE CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS’ BIBLE, I will remit $2.50 or return 


same in 5 days at your expense. 


Name... 


pe eas Cee ee 


if you want this Bible with our Patent 
Thumb index change price to $2.85 























UNDERWEAR FOR WINTER 


The ‘* Vellastic’’ Marks & Revetution in the 
Comfort and Cost of Underwear 

Men and women who are accustomed to re- 
gard winter as a period of colds, rheumatism, 
and discomfort, will appreciate the new kind of 
underwear that is fast coming into use. It is 
known as Vellastic Utica Ribbed Fleece U nder- 
wear, and unites low price with high value. 

This underwear is exactly what its name im- 
plies—rib and fleece. That is, the rib runs 


A NEW HISTORY, 
THE UNITED STATES 


Janes Wironp Garner, rus. 


AND 


Henay Casot Lonce, uv. reo. 


IN FOUR VOLUMES 
The only authoritative history of the U .~ 
States covering the entire period from 
discovery of A down to and inoondinn 


thus combining warmth and elasticity. 

No ordinary washing will shrink Vellastic 
Utica Ribbed Fleece in form or size. Its soft 
down and elastic nature remain uninjured. 

Outdoor men especially appreciate the snu 
fitting protection of Vellastic Utica Ribbed 
Fleece, preferring it to any other. Men's and 
women's garments 50 cents each. 

Boys’, girls’ and children’s separate garments 

are 25¢., union 

getASr, suits, Soc 
Besrs garment 
bears the trade- 
mark, Vellastic 
Utica Ribbed 
Fleece. If your 
dealer does not 
> them, write 
iving his name. 
let and sam- 
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pgs sade Foie ple of fabric free. 
Utica Knitting Company, Utica, New York 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES OCTOBER 28, 1905 


In Schools Where the 
Times is Not Yet Taken 


—where there has been no club of subscribers during 1905—-some one can render great service to the officers 
and teachers and adult Bible students by leading them to subscribe for this paper. Thousands of club or- 
ganizers have done just that from year to year for their fellow-workers, counting their efforts as a contribu- 
tion to the welfare of the school. It is only through the efforts of the club organizer that his fellow-workers 
are enabled to secure the paper every week for a year at the very low club rate of 75 cents—when five or 
more persons unite to form a club. 

In some schools, however, The Sunday School. Times is not well known, It could be. It ought to 
be. The publishers confidently rely upon the paper itself to prove its value to every Sunday-school worker 
who examines it, but a careful consideration of it is best secured when some one in the school brings it 
directly to the attention of the workers. 

To any one, therefore, in’a school where no club of the Times has been taken during 1905 who will 
bring the paper to the attention of his fellow-workers, either by means of a few free specimen copies (sent on 


request), or by showing ¢4zs copy, the publishers make these purely introductory offers as a means of securing 
an introductory club of subscribers in every such school. 


A Sunday School Times Fountain 
Pen ($1.50), full size, 14-karat 
gold, medium, fine, or stub ; thor- 


For Securing 
an Introductory 
Club of Five 


For Securing Either of the preceding offers 
for a club of eight and a copy of 
an Introductory gye sunday School Times for 
oughly high grade. Club of Ten 
Or, a copy of Henry Clay Trum- 


one'year to any address. 

Or, Davis’ Bible Dictionary 
bull's “Individual Work for Individuals” (in paper, 35 ($2.25). The ideal reference book for the busy teacher,— 
cents), and Professor Brumbaugh’s new book, * The Making thorough, scholarly. The Independent says, -‘‘ It stands alone 
of a Teacher ”’ (cloth, $1.00). as the only available compendium of up-to-date biblical infor- 

Dr. Trumbull’s book is a most inspiring and. instructive mation in the English language.’ 
study of actual experiences in soul-winning, About 40,000 Or, a Letter Duplicator, size 6X9 ($1.58), an almost indis- 
copies already sold. pensable tool for the superintendent who wants to send occa- 

Professor Brumbaugh’s book is a ‘masterly treatment of the sional letters to his co-workers quickly.and inexpensively. A 
work and training of the Sunday-school teacher by an expert in gelatine pad, on which the original letter is pressed for a 
secular and religious education. It will open a new world of moment, and from which fifty copies or more may be taken 
achievement to the teacher who has not had the benefit of wthout rewriting, by pressing blank sheets, one after the other, 
special training. on the pad. 


For Securing ‘The Making of a Teacher” 
($1.00), “How to Conduct a 


an Introductory sunday-school” ($1.38), ‘The 


Club of Fifteen Sunday School Times Fountain 


Pen ($1.50), and one year’s sub- 
scription to The Sunday School Times (club rate, 75 cents). 


For Securing The Sunday School Times Foun- 
tain Pen ($1.50) and *“* The Mak- 


an Introductory at a Teas Ulises 
Club of Eight Or, Marion Lawrance’s new 
book, * How to Conduct a Sun- 


day-School”’ (cloth, $1.38), and “Individual Work for 
Individuals ’’ (35 cents). 


Mr. Lawrance’s book is by far the best working manual for 
the superintendent. 

It is full of actual plans and suggestive hints, based upon a 
world-wide observation as secretary of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention, and upon thirty years’ experience as 
superintendent of a remarkable school. 


For Securing The Sunday School Times Foun- 
tain Pen ($1.50), «« How to Con- 


an Intr oductory duct a Sunday-School ”’ ($1.38), 
Club of Twenty «The Making of a Teacher” 
($1.00), * Individual Work for 
Individuals ”’ (35 cents), and two yearly subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times (club rate, 75 cents each: $1.50). 


All the prices here quoted include the postage. 


For larger introductory clubs, proportionate combinations of these offers may be chosen. 


Subscription Rates: One copy one year $1.00. Five years, $4.00. Five or more copies, to separate 
addresses, 75 cents each per year. Specimen copies of any one issue, free upon request. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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LESS¢ N FOR NOVEMBER 12 


(Continued from page 615) 

3: Hiis Mission. (4.) What was it ‘‘in 
his hecrt” to do? (5.) What did Kin 
Artaxcrxes authorize him to do, an 
what } owers did he grant? 

4. Lis Gift for Leadership. (6.) Had 
he the qualities of a born leader of men ? 
(7.) Was he lacking in any useful quali- 
ties ? 

5. The Journey. (8.) How were its 
hindri.nces and dangers overcome ? 

6. Zhe Triumph. (9.) According to 
chaptcrs 9 and 10 in what did he suc- 
ceed? (10.) Was his policy a wise one? 
IV. L “spine THovent. 

{General discussion under the leader’s direction.] 

It takes all kinds of good men and 
women to forward the plans of God, but 
they can often be forwarded more — 
and smoothly if his agents have abund- 
ant common sense. 

Boston. 


te 
Saint Cecilia of the Court 


(Continued from page 609) 


««T know,’’ the man answered, ‘but 
these goods don’t hold their value.’’ 

Silently Jim held out his hand for the 
money the ticket which the man 
held towards him.. He siowly opened 
his coat and put the ticket within his 
shirt where the ring had’ been, but his 
eyes were fastened upon the ring, upon 
which the man had slipped a tag and 
which he was slipping into a case. 

When he had opened the door to go 
out, he turned back again to say, ‘‘l'll 
be comin’ in for it soon.”’ 


It was a short way back to the Court, 


but Jim made it long by walking about 
until he felt that his face wore the usual 
expression of calm. Then he went into 
Rickey Madigan’s restaurant and sat 
down at the table. 


/Rickey came forward as he saw who} J} 


his guest was. 
Mr. Belway ! 
honored me.*’ 


«I'm glad to see you, 


Jim’s explanation was entirely under- 


stood. ‘‘The money is scarce, and I 
can eat myself cheap. But I had busi- 
ness out this morning, and I came in 
here for a cup of coffee and to wish you 
good luck.’’ 

Maybe it was because of his wish, but 
it was avery big cup of coffee and an 
unusually big roll that was set before 
Jim. And when he left he carried with 
him some well-buttered rolls and a gen- 
erous can of tea. 

Somehow he felt better than he did. 
Surely a heartache is easier to bear when 
one has had breakfast. He even smiled 
cheerily as he stepped into the drug store, 
and asked for the kindly clerk whom he 
had known before. And when he came, 
he told him simply the little story of the 
doctor's visit to Puddin’, and the Saint's 
intense horror of hospitals. It was a 
little thing he had to ask, but it would 
be such a favor! Would the clerk tele- 
phone to the doctor, and ask him if it 
mightn’t be possible for Jim to take 
Cecilia through a hospital that morning ? 

The clerk listened very attentively 
while Jim was telling him of the Saint's 
devoted care of Puddin’. He even 
blinked away a little unnecessary mois- 
ture that would gather in his eyes. Then, 
without a word, he stepped to the back 
room, and rang up a certain hospital, 
and asked for a certain doctor whom he 
knew to be on the staff, and, insisting 
that he must talk to that particular man, 
the doctor came speedily to the ‘phone, 
although he should have been resting at 
that early hour. All the clerk did then 
was to repeat Jim’s little story, with a 
few words of explanation, and to picture 
quickly the people who dwelt in Flanery 
Court, a locality not at all familiar to 
the doctor by name, but the like of which 
he knew full well from many of the pa- 
tients in the free wards of his hospital. 

(Continued on next page, third column) 
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BOYS ano GIRL 


and make it easily, by taking subscriptions among 


cents a year for it. 
earn $5 to $10, a nice sum for Christmas. You «don’t 
send us your full name and post-office address plainly 
FREE. Don’t put it off, but write to-day. A pos 


EB. D. THOMPSON, MANAGER, THE W 


- Itis a great little paper, and only 10 cents a year. 
By working a few hours after school, for a week or ten 


CHRISTMAS 1S COMING 
YOU CAN MAKE CHRISTMAS MONEY 


your neighbors and friends for the Woman's Farm 
most every person you show it to will pay 10 

days, any boy or girl can easily 
need any capital. Don’t need to investacent. Just 
written, and we will send you full particulars and outfit 


tal card will do. Address 


OMAN’S FARM JOURNAL, ST. LOUIS, MO. 








From 1611 to 1901 


For nearly 300 years the Bible was 
not re-translated. The language of the 
1611 or “King James’’ edition had all 
these years remained ee 
the English language itself changed so 
much that at least twenty-five different 
dictionaries were necessary. 
For these reasons 


THE AMERICAN STANDARD 


Revised 
Bible 


is welcoméd by ali —- % 
lish-speaking people. It 
gives the Scriptures in 
plain modern English, 
easily understood by 
every reader. Bible 
scholars worked 29 years 
to produce it. 

All booksellers have in stock, or can quick! 
€ from us, any style of the American Standa: 

evised Bib’ 






le you order. Prices, 35c. to $18.00, 
according to size and binding. e sell direct 
ere will not supply. 


Free—“‘The Story of the 
Revised Bible’’ 


our 40-page bok, which tells why the Bible was 
sevlead q Ge it was accomplished, and shows 
le pa bindings, etc., of the many styles 





issued. Your name on a postal card, with 
the mame of your Her, will get you 
this booklet. 























THE NEW 
CENTURY 
HYMNAL 


Edited by _ 
WILL L. THOMPSON 
Author of Thompson's Popular Anthems. 





Most of the selections in the New 
Century Hymnal were made by the 
popular vote-of nearly 10,000 min- 
isters and Sunday-school super- 
intendents. The first edition ex- 
hausted in less than thirty days. 
Fourth edition now ready. 


For Churches, Sunday-Schools, 
and Young People’s Meetings 


The book is expensivel 
bound in full cloth, a de ane, 240 
pages, 35 cents per copy; $3.75 per dozen, 
Sostpald, We will be Dheased to senda 
SAMPLE COPY FREE 
to any Pastor, Sunday-school Superinten- 
dent, or Chorister, on receipt of 8 cents to 
pay postage, if you will send us the name 
and address of four Sunday-school Super- 
intendents or Choir Leaders. Address 


W. L. Thompson & Co., 
East. Liverpool, Ohio 


made and 








37 4 East 18th Street, New York 


SELLS STUDIES FOR BIBLE CLASSES 


SEVEN DISTINCT COURSES. Send for circular. 
Fieminc H. Revert Company,New York or Chicago 


a English Bible and Its Services,’’ the st 
of Ry: 45 gitek Biot to the 20th century, 30 women, 
R. J. Miller, D.D., Murdoch-Kerr Bldg., Pittsburg, Pa. 


EGREE COURSES AT HOME. Write Presiden 
D oF | hes alae = Ae College, Gciestenen, _ 


EPAGE’S PHOTOPASTE j 


N JARS AND TUBES. 
or 
































THAT SONG BOOK 


of TILLMAN’S for SUNDAY=-SCHOOLS you 
must see. Send 24 cents for sample copy. 

Manila cover, 3 
cloth, 15c.; full cloth, 20c. 


CHARLIE D. TILLMAN 
14 Austell Bidg., Atlanta, Ga. 
zoc.; lim 
Evangelical Pub. Co., 40 Lakeside Bidg., Chicago 


EST HYMNS No. 


onth’s trial free. Returnable at our 
se. 180 songs. 








Send ten cents for a sample 


of The 
Sunday School Times Lesson 











BEST 


FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS OF CHURCH 
WORK, THE NEW EDITION OF 


Cburch FAymns 
and. Gospel Songs 


By the authors of the famous Gospel Hymns 
d nkey, McGranahan and Stebbins. ; 


Round or s notes, 25c. each; 30c. by mail. 
Wee Biase & pte Sey, ev. York S04 Catena 
A WONDERFUL S. S. 
HYMN BOOK 


The first edition (10,000 copies) of World-Wide 
was exhausted in one month. It is the 








test and greatest Sunday-school hymn -book by 
Adam Geibel and R. Frank Lehman. onderful tes- 
ti Is. Hand t book extant. Send 30 cents 


for examination c or write for free specimen pages ; 
also special plans of payment. 


226 Arch St., Philadeiphia 
Geibel & Lehman 1578, {6th st. Non van 


“Tell Mother I'll be There’ 


Is not the only thrilling song in our great book, 


“GEMS No. 2” 


There are 186 choice things: “ Beyond the silent 
river,” and Nos. 21, 26, 29, 35, 49, 70, 102, 108, 119, 
137 are fine. Examine it by all means before ordering 
ks for your Sunday-school, revival, or church. 

25 cents. Name this paper in ordering, and 

we will send free “ A bottle of tears,” which will move 


‘ou to tears. Round notes or shapes, state choice 
PICKETT PUBLISHING CO., ISVILLE, KY. 
we will maf! you ssmple of-Geme 
<fBaaredBeng” forBundayBehooish Go-pel Merthags leon 
tains beth new aed familar Rongs, Hymne and Tun ¢ which 
North-Western Muste Co. Suite 680, £25 Dearbors 8. CHICAGO, ILL, 











Cu THIS QUT rr en reer 
the most svailanie collection a 


Daniels, G. P. 


CHRISTMAS | 
SERVICES 


“The Holy Star” 
| “Holy Noel” 
OUR NEW CANTATA 
«A Christmas Merry-Go-Round”’ 
packet containing one each of the ser- 


E vices and our new cantata, besides our 
CENTS 104-page Holiday catalogue of Xmas 
sande, dainty calendars, handsome 

booklets, novel candy boxes, etc. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 249 Dock St., Phita., Pa. 


Christmas Services 


NEW——UNUSUAL——CHARMING 
Bells of Peace Seshen Gente tn ot 
Star of Royal Splendor | js? tovicn'of Tour or 
King of Kings 


10 cents for three. 
Santa's Supemse (New), 25 cents the copy. 
Kris Kringle in Japan (New), 10 cents the copy. 
Santa’s vworemetive 
Claus 
Old F jened Santa 
Santa’s rprise 
Exercises, Songs and Recitations No. 3. 25 cents 
the cop 


Christmas Choir Anthems sent to 
Choristers for examination, postage free. 
HALL-MACK CO., Publishers 
156 Pifth Ave.,N. Y. 1018-20 Arch St., Phila. 


MUSIC oe CHRISTMAS 


Santa Claus’ Victory 


ew Cantata. Gabriel. Fine. 30 cents. 


The Christmas Star 


New Concert Exercise. Fillmore. Beautiful. 5 cents, 
Bargain Sale. Five samples of good Christmas 
Concert Exercises mailed for 12 cents in stamps. 
Christmas Catalogue of everything, including 
solos, duets, trios, quartets, anthems, and bargain 
offers mailed free. 
FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street, Cincinnati, O. 
41-43 Bible House, New York 


in stamps, with your name and ad- 
dress, will bring complete sample 





» 25 cents each. 





% SANTA’S LAND 
with the DREAM MAN 


A new Christmas cantata by I. H. Meredith. 
Published with full orchestration. 
Examination copy mailed on request. 


Send 10 cents for samples of new Christmas services. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 


Chicago, 57 Waskington St: 
“es York. 180 Pifth Avenue 


A Dainty Gift 


The Lord's Prayer or 23d Psalm 
enameled on a beautiful heart-shaped 


Bookmarker 


It is made of aluminum, and shines like 

silver, Sent, postpaid, to any address for 

ten cents. A useful and inexpensive 

gift for your scholars at Christmas. 
Order to-day, from 


Newton Supply Company 
Newton, Mass. 














Advertisements have introduced you 
to some of the best things you have. 





For copy, send a two - cent stamp to George H. 











_ - _ - a ———. 


A., New York Central, New York. 
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**To say that a Bible is 


‘Editions will 


The New 


Yet the Oxtora 


ea Oxford, is sufficient. 
eeps on improving. 
preve a delightful surprise.’’ 
— Christian Nation, 1904. 





JUST ISSUED! 


OXFORD 
Teachers’ Bibles 


With New 2oth Century Helps ar- | 
ranged in One Alphabetical Order. 





OXFORD 
S. S. Scholars’ Bibles 


With New Helps Under One Alpha- 
bet. 





**The most complete and ‘best 
arranged of all the heips in vari- 
ous Bibies.”’ 





SEND FORK CATALOGU 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
ER 


b 
PRESS 


ICAN BRANCH 
91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York 








JUST ISSUED! 
“ A quart in a pint measure.” 


OXFORD» 
Brevier Black Faced 


Large type in small compass. 
Ready August, 1905 


Pearl, Black Faced Type 
Size, 544X3% inches 
A wonderful clear type in a small- 
size boo. 


The Oxford Bijou 


Gospels 
Size of page, 2X1% inches 
Printed in Large Clear Type on the 
Famous Oxford India Paper 
THE FOUR GOSPELS 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 
Leather binding, 50 cents each 
The set in leather case, $2.50 













































Dr. F. N. Peloubet says: “I 
shall want to be in a class that 
takes for its text-book Professor 
Brumbaugh’s ‘Making of a 
Teacher.’.. . I wish every Sun- 
day-school in the world would 
this winter use it as a text-book.” 


“THE MAKING OF A TEACHER.” A Contribution to 
Some Phases of the Problem of Religious Education. By 
Martin G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D. Professor of Peda- 
gogy in the University of Pennsylvania. 


One Dollar, Postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Wainut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Lonpon, ENGLAND: 
T. FRENCH DOWNIE, 
34, Paternoster Square, E. C. 


Toronto, CANADA: 
WILLIAM BRIGGS, 
Richmond Street, West. 























orn on label, 


Wood Rollers. Tin Rollers. 


HARTSHORN 

SHADE ROLLERS 

Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartsh 





























FREE 
nearly 8,000 churches 
ry Communion Outfit Co. 

Street, KRechester, N. Y. 


CHURCH 


LLS. 
WRITE To CINCIRMATI BEL 


catalogue and list of 
usi 


ng our cups. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUPS 


ee) 





ABLE, LOWER PRICE. 
OUR FREE CATALOGUE 


LYMY g st und 





L FOUNDRY Co. 


TELLS WAY. 
CINCINAATI, 6. 








INDIVIDUAL 


o > 
Communion Service 
Many materials, 
peany desi s 
Send for illus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 2t. Mention 
name of church 


and number of 
communicants. 








EO. H. SPRINGE 


Washington Ste Hosten, oe 3 
THE GENUMIE MENEELY BELL 


The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 
Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet. West Troy P. O.. N.Y. 


G 
256-258 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Look x Suds 


If they’re thin, weak, watery, then there's 
very little soap in your Washing Powder. 
That means little cleansin 
raw chemical. PEARL 
rich, strong. 
prove how needless it is to put soap with 
ARLINE. It does more work than any 
or other safe washing powder. 


(Continued from preceding page) 


And before the clerk had really stopped 
talking, the doctor had promised that 
when Jim appeared he would be shown 
every consideration. 

When Jim got back to the Court with 
his rolls and tea, the children were com- 
ing forth to school, They looked at him 
anxiously, and wondered why he was 
abroad so early. Only Mickey voiced 
the one thought of all as they surveyed 
Jim’s unusually neat toilet : ‘* Who is it 
that’s dead, Jim ?”’ 

** You won’ t tell if I tell you, Mickey ?”’ 
Jim spoke in low tones, solemnly. 

Mickey as solemnly answered, ‘‘ Cross 
my neck and body, I won't !’’ 

‘*Washington! George Washington 
himself! ' called back Jim as he went 
across the Court. 


( Zo be continued) 


| Worth Repeating | 


The Book 


[From “ Altar-Building,” by Mary A. Lathbury.] 


ROM books, I turn me to the Book, 
As pilgrims read the legend o’er 
Upon a temple’s carven door, 

To this age-builded Word I look. 








Forever—so the Fathers taught— 
Behind its quaintly-lettered gate 
Pure presences of spirit wait 

To lead the seeker to the Sought. 


~% 


How to Obtain Benefit from 
Public Worship 


From “ Helps to Godly Living,”’ by Frederick 
Temple, D.D., Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 


F YOU would receive the full benefit 
of what our heavenly Father has 
rovided, if you would receive the 
full benefit of that public worship which 
he himself has commanded, let me first 
point out that the keynote of all this 
worship is regularity. He has shown it 
as plainly as anything could be shown 
by appointing the observance of the 
Sunday. He does not leave it to our 
moods and feelings. He does not leave 
it to us to come and pray to him ard 
worship him when some inward inspira- 
tion calls us. No} He has appointed 
that the call shall come in a regular 
order, because he knows, and always 
knew, that it is the condition of our 
human nature, and that in that way can 
men best be held fast to fhe path in 
which he desires them to tread. And 
that regularity ought to penetrate into 
all our religious life. Sunday is, as it 
were, the center of consecration ; and 
all through the week that separates one 
Sunday from another there ought to be 
the same regularity in our worship of 
God. 

Next, let me point out that the joint 
worship, and all that the church has as- 
sociated with this joint worship, ought 
always to be accompanied by private 
worship of the same character. The 
man who regularly comes to church will 
not find that he gets the full benefit of 
so coming unless he regularly prays in 
his closet every morning and evening. 
The private prayer —eeente for 
every man the public. ere is a spe- 


cial blessing given to public prayer ; to | 





the prayer we share with others there is | 
a special blessing ; but for all that there | 


is a need also for the private individual 
prayer, when we lay bare our souls to 
God as we cannot do when we are to- 
gether. 

Yet once more, if you would have the 
ordinances of the church do their work 
upon you, take care that whenever you 
join in them you bring them into your 
own personal life. When you are as- 
sailed in the flesh think of your own 
part, and ne perf pray to God to help 
you to cast the evil off. When you are 
offering prayers, think of what you your- 





self are really in need of, think of the 
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SCOTT’S EMULSION 


is more than a fat food. 
There is no animal fat 
that compares with it in 
nourishing and building 
up the wasted, emaciated 
body. That is why chil- 
dren and anzmic girls 
thrive and grow fat upon 
it. That is why persons 
with consumptive tenden- 
cies gain flesh and 
strength enough to check 
the progress of the dis- 
ease. 


SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York. 





help that you desire. When you have 
an opportunity, think of your own per- 
sonal friends, think of those whom you 
love best. Take care that when you 
join in public worship the whole of the 
tone 4 shall fill you through and 
through with thoughts of your own 
family, and of your own personal service. 


eae 


Organs and Pianos to be 
Given Away 


GENUINE and very exceptional 
opportunity is open to Sunday- 
schools and chapels or missions to 
obtain second-hand cabinet organs or 
square pianos at merely a nominal sum. 
A Philadelphia music house has,ince 
une 15, donated in this way more than 
orty organs to churches and Sunday- 
schools, the conditions being simply chat 
recipients pay the cost of necessary re- 
pairs and freight charges. 

This firm has now accumulated about 
twenty-five more organs, which they 
will give under the same conditions; 
and they will also donate some square 
pianos, on the same terms, to institu- 
tions and worthy individuals. The re- 
pair price of the organs runs from $5 
to $15, and on the pianos (this includes 
varnishing, regulating, cnaing. packing, 
and boxing, and carting to depot), $15 
to $45.. Application should be made di- 
rect to C. J. Heppe & Son, No. 1117 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








The Secret of Youth 


De Soto looked for the secret of youth 
in a spring of gushing, life-giving waters, 
which he was sure he would find in the 
New World. Alchemists and sages 
(thousands of them), have spent their 
lives in quest for it, but it is only*found 
by those happy people who can digest 
and assimilate the,right food which keep» 
the physical “body perfect that peace’and 
comfort are the sure results. 

A remarkable man of 94 says: ‘For 
many long years I suffered more or less 
with chronic anc painful indigestion. 
rhis condition made life a great burden 
to me, as you may well imagine. 

‘* Two years ago I began to use Grape- 
Nuts as food, and am thankful that 1 did. 
It has been a blessing to me in every 
way. It restored my digestion to free 
and normal action. 

‘* The relief seems to be permanent; for 
two years I have had none of the old 
trouble. I use the Grape-Nuts food every 
morning for breakfast and frequently eat 
nothing else. ‘The use has made me com- 
fortable atid happy, and although I will 
be 94 years old next fall, I have become 
strong and supple again, erect in figure 
and can walk with anybody and enjoy 
it.” Name given by Postum Co., Battle 


Creek, Mich. There's a reason.” 
Read the little book, ‘*The Road to 
Wellville,” in every pkg. 














LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 12 





THE BUTCHER 
Y SPOTLESS 





This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 

His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no appetizer like cleanly 
surroundings. That is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain’ sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 

















The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








November 12. 
ence. 


The Dangers of Indulg- 
(Prov. 23 : 29-35; Isa. 5 : 22-25.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoN.—Nabal's indulgence (1 Sam. 25 : 
8 


36-38). , 
TukEs.—Benhadad's (1 Kings 20 : 12-21). 
WED.—Nadab and Abihu's (Lev. 10: 1-11), 
THURS.—Belshazzar's (Dan. 5 : 1-9). 
Fri.— Herod's (Matt. 14 : 1-12). 

SaT.—A motive for sobriety (1 Pet. 4 : 1-4). 











What principle of alcohol makes its use 
dangerous ? 


What examples prove that alcohol is dan- 
gerous ? 


What does science teach about alcohol as 
a beverage ? 


NE danger of the use of alcohol at 
all is the danger that use will run 
toexcess. It may not be possible 

to divide things into two entirely dis- 
tinct classes,—those where the danger 
is present, and those where it is absent, 
—but there are certain things in con- 
nection with which experience has shown 
that it is so terribly present and real 
that we do not err in putting these 
things in a class by themselves, marked 
‘* Beware, Danger,” or, as the druggist 
says on his bottles, ‘‘ Danger, Poison.”’ 


The use of air for breathing, of water 
for bathing and drinking, of food for 
nourishment, of sleep for rest, is not 
likely to degenerate into abuse. But 
that is precisely the peril of the use of 
alcohol. Men begin its use moderately, 
scorning the idea that it will ever get 
the mastery of them, but in great mul- 
titudes of cases the occasional use grows 
into the regular use, and that into the 
iron habit. Every one of us knows of 
such cases. Why should we incur such 
a danger when we are warned against 
it by what we have seen among our 
acquaintance ? 

“ 

There is something significant in the 
constant controversy over alcohol. The 
world is constantly trying to check it 
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and stop its ravage, and it is constantly 
fighting for its right to go on working 
ruin and death. It is forever on the de- 
fensive, or engaged in subtle, aggressive 
warfare to break down the restraints 
that have been put upon it. The trade 
is one of the worst influences in America 
in educating the people to a contempt 
for law. It has no respect for the will 
of the people. It breaks the Sunday 
laws, the law against selling to minors 
and drunkards, and any other restrain- 
ing ordinances that displease it. In 
New York City the district attorney ad- 
vocates a law allowing the saloons to 
keep open half of Sunday. But the 
same contempt for law that Jeads the 
saloons to violate the present law would 
in a few months lead them to violate 
with greater impudence a law which 
tried to protect one half the day. The 
liquor traffic is a treasonable traffic. It 
is a criminal, tramping upon the laws, 
and breeding, wherever it goes, the 
spirit of lawlessness. 
“ 


The danger of indulgence in alcohol 
is not merely the danger of excess, 
There is a danger in the use without ex- 
cess. Alcohol is not a food. It is a 
stimulant and a stupefaction. It is on 
this account that Tolstoy argues against 
it and nicotine in his essay, ‘‘ Why do 
Men Stupefy Themselves?” Even its | 
moderate use, he argues, affects the life | 
for evil. ‘‘ But can such a small, such 
a trifling alteration as the slight intoxi- 
cation produced by the moderate use of | 
wine and tobacco produce important | 
consequences?’ If a man smokes | 
opium or hashish, or intoxicates himself | 
with wine till he falls down and loses 
his senses, of course the consequences 
may be serious, but for a man to come | 
slightly under the influence of hops or 
tobacco surely cannot have any serious | 
consequence,’ is what is usually said. 
It seems to people that a slight stupe- | 
faction, a little darkening of the judg- 
ment, cannot have any important iafiu- | 
ence, But to think so is as if one sup- 
posed that it may harm.a watch to be | 
struck against a stone, but that a little | 
dirt introduced into it cannot do it any | 
harm.” 

s | 

It is a good discipline to deny one’s | 
self some things. 

The best things to deny one's self are | 
the harmful things. 

The most harmful things are those 
that hurt the soul while they say ‘‘ We | 
will not furt you; we are innocent and | 
pleasant.” 
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Work a Pleasure 
It Is One of the Real Joys Given Us 


‘**Postum Food Coffee has done more 
for me in two years,” writes a Wisconsin 
young lady student, ‘‘ than all the medi- 
cines and treatments I had employed to 
overcome the effects of the coffee poison- 
ing that was killing me by degrees. 

**T had all the familiar symptoms and 
suffered all the well-known tortures. My 
stomach was wrecked and I could not 
eat, my head ached almost continually, I 
became the nervous victim of insomnia, 
and the capacity for study deserted me. 
Of course this came on gradually, and 
without suspicion, for a long time, as to 
the cause. 

‘*Two years ago a friend enthusias- 
tically urged me to quit using the old kind 
of coffee and to drink Postum Food Cof- 
fee. I have never regretted acting upon 
the advice. As soon as the coffee poison | 
was eliminated, the strengthening and 
nourishing properties of Postum began 
to build me up. 

‘* Each day I gained a little, the color | 
crept back to my cheeks, my limbs 
rounded out with new flesh, my complex- 
ion grew fair and clear again, my diges- 
tion improved, and now I can eat any- 
thing at any time, the nervous insomnia 
has left me and I sleep soundly ct night 
and wake up refreshed. I have no more 
headaches, and mental work has become 
a pleasure to me.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

There’s a reason. 

Read the little book, ‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in each pkg. 














Send 10 cents for trial can, equal 20 cups. Stephen L. Bartlett, Importer, Boston. 


Not a shadow 
of doubt of the economy of using 


BENSDORP’S 
ROYAL Coco A DUTCH 


The Cocoa with the YELLOW Wrapper. 


Try Bensdorp’s (Blue La 
Cooking Chocolate ed 
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ROYAL pUTCH 


COCOA 
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Ih:s Cxoe Tor ® 
Nrract of cant coco 






















THE 
Wabash System 


The Great Intermediate 
Route Between 





Through Car Service is 
Operated Between 


New York, Boston, 


and 


Chicago and St. Louis 
and with but one change to 


Kansas City and Omaha 


All trains are served by Dining Cars on 

which service is first-class in every par- 

ticular. C. S. Crane, Gen. Pass. and 
‘lke. Agt., St. Louis, Mo. 














Give them the facts 
about the drink habit 
along with your urgent words 
of warning. 

Convincing facts 

are easy to get 

by sending to The Sunday 
School Times Co. for any one 
or all three of 

Smith’s Supplemental 
Temperance Lessons 


Each of the three is a responsive read- 
ing seven or eight minutes long. No time 
required in the school or out ofit for prep- 
aration. Price per hundred, $1.00 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











MACHINES AND FILMS. 
oman Sissi Bue puny 
WANTED 

















































































Che Sunday Schoo! Fines 
Philadelphia, October 28, 1905 


Entered at the Post-oflice at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter ”* 








Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address The Religious 
Press Association, go1 Witherspoon Juild- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 
75 cts Five or more copies, either to 

* separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 
$1.00 One copy, or any number of 

. copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 
: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be alow’e 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 

The paper is mot sent to any subscriber beyond the 
tame paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies . any one issue of the paper te 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine tt, will 
be sent free, upon application. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘T1imEs Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Raw fall winds tend to roughen and redden the face 
Woedbury’s Facial Cream applied nightly prevents | 
chapping and keeps the skin and temper normal. 

Send 10 4s. for samples of all four preparations. 
The Andrew Jergens Co., Sole Licensee, Cin. O 


skin. 








That means little cleansin 
\raw chemical. PEARL 
rich, strong. 
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Look «x. Suds 


If they’re thin, weak, watery, then there's 
very little soap in your Washing Powder. 


power or some 
suds are thick, 
Compare for yourself and 


/ prove how needless it is to put soap with 
PrEARLINE. It does more work than any 


soap or other safe washing powder. 


Pearline is known by its Suds 





‘To say that a Bible is 
Yet the Oxtord 
The New Editions will 


oa Oxford te outictent. 
eeps on improving. 
prove a delightful su 2°? 
— Christian Nation, 1904. 





JUST ISSUED! 


OXFORD 


Teachers’ Bibles 


With New aoth Century Helps ar- @ 


ranged in One A!phabetical Order. 


OXFORD 
S. S. Scholars’ Bibles 


With New Helps Under One Alpha- 
bet. 








**The most complete and best 
arranged of, all the helps in vari- 
ous Bi % 





SEND FOK CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
RICAN BRANCH 


AME 
91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York 


JUST ISSUED! 
“ A quart in a pint measure.” 


OXFORD 
Brevier Black Faced 


Large type in small compass. 
Ready August, 1905 
Pearl, Black Faced Type 
Size, 54%4X3% inches 


A wonderful clear type in a small- 
size boo, 


The Oxford Bijou 
Gospels 


Size of page, 21% inches 
Printed in Large Clear Type on the 
Famous Oxford India Paper 
THE FOUR GOSPELS 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 
Leather binding, 50 cents each 
The set in leather case, $2.50 

















Lonpon, ENGLanp: 
T.. FRENCH DOWNIE, 
34, Paternoster Square, E. C. 





Dr. F. N. Peloubet says: “I 
shall want to be in a class that 
takes for its text-book Professor 
Brumbaugh’s ‘Making of a 
Teacher.’.. . I wish every Sun- 
day-school in the world would 
this winter use it as a text-book,” 


“THE MAKING OF A TEACHER.” A Contribution to 
Some Phases of the Problem of Religious Education. By 
Martin G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D. 

gogy in the University of Pennsylvania. 


One Dollar, Postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Wainut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Professor of Peda- 


Toronto, CANADA: 
WILLIAM BRIGGS, 
Richmond Street, West. 














HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartshorn on label. 


Wood Rollers. Tin Rollere. 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUPS 


Send for F 


REE catalogue and list of 
nearly 3,000 churches using our cups. ages) 
Sanitary Communion Outfit Co. 
Seventh Street, Kechester, N. Y. 
LYMYER ORLIKE OTHER ue. 


SWEETER MOR 
CHURCH ABLE, 


LOWER PRICE. 

OUR FREE CATALOGUE 
Ls. TELLS WAY. 

WRITE TO CINCINNATI BELL FOUNDRY CO. CINCINNATI, 0. 











INDIVIDUAL 


Communion Service 


Many materials, 
plany designs. 
Send for ilus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants, 





GEO, H. SPRINGE 


» Mer. 
256-258 Washington St., 


» Mass. 


THE GENUMIE MERNEELY BELLS 


Ot purest refined co a 
The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 
Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet, West Troy P. U.. N.Y. 














(Continued from preceding page) 


And before the clerk had really stopped 
talking, the doctor had promised that 
when Jim appeared he would be shown 
every consideration. 

When Jim got back to the Court with 
his rolls and tea, the children were com- 
ing forth to school. They looked at him 
anxiously, and wondered why he was 
abroad so early. Only Mickey voiced 
the one thought of all as they surveyed 
Jim’s unusually neat toilet : ‘* Who is it 
that's dead, Jim ?’’ 

‘* You won't tell if I tell you, Mickey ?’’ 
Jim spoke in low tones, solemnly. 

Mickey as solemnly answered, ‘‘ Cross 
my neck and body, I won't !”’ 

‘* Washington! George Washington 
himself!’ called back Jim as he went 
across the Court. 


( To be continued) 





| Worth Repeating 








The Book 
[From “ Altar-Building,” by Mary A. Lathbury.] 


ROM books, I turn me to the Book, 
As pilgrims read the legend o’er 
Upon a temple’s carven door, 

To this age-builded Word I look. 


Forever—so the Fathers taught— 
Behind its quaintly-lettered gate 
Pure presences of spirit wait 

To lead the seeker to the Sought, 
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How to Obtain Benefit from 
Public Worship 


From “ Helps to Godly Living,’”’ by Frederick 
emple, D.D., Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 


F YOU would receive the full benefit 
of what our heavenly Father has 
rovided, if you would receive the 

full benefit of that public worship which 
he himself has commanded, let me first 
point out that the keynote of all this 
worship is regularity. He has shown it 
as plainly as-anything could be shown 
by appointing the observance of the 
Sunday. He does not leave it to our 
moods and feelings. He does not leave 
it to us to come and pray to him ard 
worship him when some inward inspire- 
tion calls us. a He has appointed 
that the call shall come in a regular 
order, because he knows, and always 
knew, that it is the condition of our 
human nature, and that in that way can 
men best be held fast to the path in 
which he desires them to tread. And 
that regularity ought to penetrate into 
all our religious life. Sunday is, as it 
were, the center of consecration ; and 
all through the week that separates one 
Sunday from another there ought to be 
the same regularity in our worship of 


Next, let me point out that the joint 
worship, and all that the church has as- 
sociated with this joint worship, ought 
— to be accompanied by private 
worship of the same character. The 
man who regularly comes to church will 
not find that he gets the full benefit of 
so coming unless he regularly prays in 
his closet every morning and evening. 
The private prayer sup lements for 
every man the public. ere is a spe- 
cial blessing given to public prayer ; to 
the prayer we share with others there is 


a special blessing ; but for all that there | 
is a need also for the private individual | 


ee pet when we lay bare our souls to 
God as we cannot do when we are to- 
gether. 

Yet once more, if you would have the 
ordinances of the church do their work 
upon you, take care that whenever you 
join in them you bring them into your 
own personal life. When you are as- 
sailed in the flesh think of your own 
part, and wpe | pray to God to help 
you to cast the evil off. When you are 
offering prayers, think of what you your- 
self are really'in need of, think of the 





| Nuts as food, and am thankful that 1 
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SCOTT’S EMULSION 


is more than a fat food. 
There is no animal fat 
that compares with it in 
nourishing and building 
up the wasted, emaciated 
body. That is why chil- 
dren and anzmic girls 
thrive and grow fat upon 
it. That is why persons 
with consumptive tenden- 
cies gain flesh and 
strength enough to check 
the progress of the dis- 
ease. 


SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York. 





help that you desire. When you have 
an opportunity, think of your own per- 
sonal friends, think of those whom you 
love best. Take care that when you 
join in public worship the whole of the 
eer 4 shall fill you through and 
through with thoughts of your own 
family, and of your own personal service. 


bal 


Organs and Pianos to be 
Given Away 


GENUINE and very exceptional 

opportunity is open to Sunday- 

schools and chapels or missions to 
obtain second-hand cabinet organs or 
Square pianos at merely a nominal sum. 
A Philadelphia music house has, since 
une 15, donated in this way more than 
orty organs to churches and Sunday- 
schools, the conditions being simply chat 
recipients pay the cost of necessary re- 
pairs and freight charges. 

This firm has now accumulated about 
twenty-five more organs, which they 
will give under the same conditions; 
and they will also donate some square 
pianos, on the same terms, to institu- 
tions and worthy individuals. The re- 
pair price of the organs runs from $5 
to $15, and on the pianos (this includes 
varnishing, regulating, caning. packing, 
and boxing, and carting to depot), $15 
to $45... Application should. be made di- 
rect to C. Heppe & Son, No. 1117 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








The Secret of Youth 


De Soto looked for the secret of youth 
in a spring of gushing, life-giving waters, 
which he was sure he would find in the 
New World. Alchemists and sages 
(thousands of them), have spent their 
lives in quest for it, but it is only*found 
by those happy people who can digest 
and assimilate the,right food which keeps 
the physical y perfect that peace’and 
comfort are the sure results. 

A remarkable man of 94 says: ‘For 
many long years I suffered more or less 
with chronic anc painful indigestion. 
rhis condition made life a great burden 
to me, as you may well imagine. 

‘* Two years ago I began to use Grape- 
id. 
It has been a blessing to me in every 
way. It restored my digestion to free 
and normal action. 

‘* The relief seems to be permanent; for 
two years I have had none of the old 
trouble. I use the Grape-Nuts food every 
morning for breakfast and frequently eat 
nothing else. ‘The use has made me com- 
fortable atid happy, and although I will 
be 94 years old next fall, I have become 
strong and supple again, erect in figure 
and can walk with anybody and enjoy 
it.” Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. There's a reason.” 

Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in every pkg. 











LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 12 








THE BUTCHER 
Y SPOTLESS 





This is the Butcher of Spotless Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no y  rag ma like cleanly 
surroundings. That is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 




















The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








November 12. 
ence. 


The Dangers of Indulg- 
(Prov. 23 : 29-35; Isa. 5 : 22-25.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Nabal’s indulgence (1 Sam. 25 : 
8 


Turs.—Benhadad’s (1 Kings 20 : 12-21). 
WED.—Nadab and Abihu's (Lev. 10: 1-11), 
THURS.—Belshazzar's (Dan. 5 : 1-9). 
Fri.— Herod's (Matt. 14 : 1-12). 

Sat.—A motive for sobriety (1 Pet. 4 : 1-4). 











What principle of alcohol makes its use 
dangerous ? 


What examples prove that alcohol is dan- 
gerous ? 


What does science teach about alcohol as 


a beverage ? 
N 

all is the danger that use will run 

toexcess. It may not be possible 
to divide things into two entirely dis- 
tinct classes,—those where the danger 
is present, and those where it is absent, 
—but there are certain things in con- 
nection with which experience has shown 
that it is so terribly present and real 
that we do not err in putting these 
things in a class by themselves, marked 
‘‘ Beware, Danger,” or, as the druggist 
says on his bottles, ‘‘ Danger, Poison.”’ 


E danger of the use of alcohol at 


The use of air for breathing, of water 
for bathing and drinking, of food for 
nourishment, of sleep for rest, is not 
likely to degenerate into abuse. But 
that is precisely the peril of the use of 
alcohol. Men begin its use moderately, 
scorning the idea that it will ever get 
the mastery of them, but in great mul- 
titudes of cases the occasional use grows 
into the regular use, and that into the 
iron habit. Every one of us knows of 
such cases. Why should we incur such 
a danger when we are warned against 
it by what we have seen among our 
acquaintance ? 


There is something significant in the 
constant controversy over alcohol. The 
world is constantly trying to check it 





| is one of the worst influences in America 
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' and stop its ravage, and it is constantly 
fighting for its right to go on working 
ruin and death. It is forever on the de- 
fensive, or engaged in subtle, aggressive 
| warfare to break down the restraints 
that have been put upon it. The trade 


in educating the people to a contempt 
for law. It has no respect for the will 
of the people. It breaks the Sunday 
laws, the law against selling to minors 
and drunkards, and any other restrain- 
ing ordinances that displease it. In 
New York City the district attorney ad- 
vocates a law allowing the saloons to 
keep open half of Sunday. But the 
same contempt for law that Jeads the 
saloons to violate the present law would 
in a few months lead them to violate 
with greater impudence a law which 
tried to protect one half the day. The 
liquor traffic is a treasonable traffic. It 
is a criminal, tramping upon the laws, 
and breeding, wherever it goes, the 
spirit of lawlessness. 


% 


The danger of indulgence in alcohol 
is not merely the danger of excess, 
There is a danger in the use without ex- 
cess. Alcohol is not a food. It is a 
stimulant and a stupefaction. It is on | 
this account that Tolstoy argues against 
it and nicotine in his essay, ‘‘ Why do | 
Men Stupefy Themselves?” Even its | 
moderate use, he argues, affects the life 
for evil. ‘‘ But can such a small, such 
a trifling alteration as the slight intoxi- 
cation produced by the moderate use of | 
wine and tobacco produce important 
consequences?’ If a man smokes 
opium or hashish, or intoxicates himself | 
with wine till he falls down and loses 
his senses, of course the consequences | 
may be serious, but for a man to come | 
slightly under the influence of hops or | 
tobacco surely cannot have any serious 
consequence,’ is what is usually said. | 
It seems to people that a slight stupe- | 
faction, a little darkening of the judg- 
ment, cannot have any important infiu- | 
ence. But to think so is as if one sup- | 
posed that it may harm.a watch to be | 
struck against a stone, but that a little | 
dirt introduced into it cannot do it any | 
harm.” 

% 





It is a good discipline to deny one’s | 


self some things. 
The best things to deny one's self are | 
the harmful things. 
The most harmful things are those | 
that hurt the soul while they say ‘‘ We 


| will not*hurt you; we are innocent and | 





pleasant.” 








Work a Pleasure 
It Is One of the Real Joys Given Us 


‘*Postum Food Coffee has done more 
for me in two years,” writes a Wisconsin 
young lady student, ‘‘ than all the medi- 
cines and treatments I had employed to 
overcome the effects of the coffee poison- 
ing that was killing me by degrees. 

**T had all the familiar symptoms and 
suffered all the well-known tortures. My 
stomach was wrecked and I could not 
eat, my head ached almost continually, I 
became the nervous victim of insomnia, 
and the capacity for study deserted me. 
Of course this came on gradually, and 
without suspicion, for a long time, as to 
the cause. 

‘*Two years ago a friend enthusias- 
tically urged me to quit using the old kind 
of coffee and to drink Postum Food Cof- 
fee. I have never regretted acting upon 
the advice. As soon as the coffee poison | 
was eliminated, the strengthening and 
nourishing properties of Postum began 
to build me up. 

** Each day I gained a little, the color 
crept back to my cheeks, my limbs 
rounded out with new flesh, my complex- 
ion grew fair and clear again, my diges- 
tion improved, and now I can eat any- 
thing at any time, the nervous insomnia 
has left me and I sleep soundly at night 
and wake up refreshed. I have no more 
headaches, and mental work has become 
a pleasure to me.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

There’s a reason. 

Read the little book, ‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in each pkg. 
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of doubt of the economy of using 


BENSDOR 
ROYAL Coco A DUTCH 


The Cocoa with the VELLOW Wrapper. 


619 















Wabash System 


The Great Intermediate 
Route Between 





The 
EAST 
and 


WEST 


Through Car Service is 
Operated Between 


New York, Boston, 


and 


Chicago and St. Louis 
and with but one change to 


Kansas City and Omaha 


All trains are served» by Dining Cars on 

which service is first-class in every par- 

ticular. ©, S$. Crane, Gen. Pass. and 
‘Tkt. Agt., St. Louis, Mo. 














Give them the facts 
about the drink habit 
along with your urgent words 
of warning. 

Convincing facts 

are easy to get 

by sending to The Sunday 
School Times Co. for any one 
or all three of 

Smith’s Supplemental 
Temperance Lessons 


Each of the three is a responsive read- 
ing seven or eight minutes long. No time 
required in the school or out oft for prep- 
aration. Price per hundred, $1.00 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadeiphia, Pa. 














MOTION PICTURE MACHINES AND FILMS. 
rofitable Businese—Smail butte, Fully. 
WANTED 622,08 


ARBACHACO. 806 FilbertSt. Phila. Pa. 





Send ten cents for a sam set of The 
Sunday School Times cE Pictures 








Send 10 cents for trial can, equal 20 cups. Stephen L. Bartlett, Importer, Boston. 





The Sanday School Fines 
Philadelphia, October 28, 1905 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“second-class matter ” 








Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 
$1.00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 
n One free copy addi- 
Fr ee Copies tional will he allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


The paper is mot sent to any subscriber beyond the 
teme paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper ta 
enable ali the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
5e sent jree, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY Scuoot. ‘TimEs Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ENNEN’S 225% 











BORATED 
TALCUM 
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Raw fall winds tend to roughen and redden the face skin. 
Woodbury's Facial Cream applied nightly prevents 
chapping and keeps the skin and temper normal. 
Send 10 @s. for samples of all four preparations. 
The Andrew Jergens Co., Sole Licensee, Cin. O 


. 
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The Youth's 
Companion 





will bring to the new subscriber in the 
fifty-two issues of the new volume 


/ Serial Stories 
which if published in book form would 


make seven volumes at $1.25 each. 


50 Special Articles 


of the widest variety, contributed by men 
and women renowned for their achieve- 
ments in all the great professions. 


150 Informing Papers 
by staff contributors, including the inval- 
uable weekly article on hygiene and emer- 
gency treatment; the illuminating editorials 


on topics of public importance — the 
articles for women, etc., etc. 


250 Capital Stories 


by the most entertaining of living story- 
writers: Stories of New England; Stories 
of the South; Stories of the Great West; 
Stories of the Mountains; Stories of the 
Plains; Stories of the Sea; Stories of 
Town and Country. 


1,000 Short Notes 


on Current Events and Discoveries in the 
Field of Science and Natural History. 


2,000 Anecdotes 


Humorous and Character Sketches, 
Poems and Selections of Miscellany. 



































» THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











EDITED TO ENTERTAIN 
AND INFORM EVERY 
MEMBER OF THE FAM- 
ILY EVERY WEEK :: :: : 


Every New 
Subscriber 


Who cuts out and sends at once this slip (or mentions 
this publication) with $1.75 for The Companion for 
the fifty-two weeks of 1966 will receive 


FREE All the tssues of The Companion 
for the remaining weeks of 1905. 


FREE The Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s Double Numbers. 


The “Minutemen” Calendar for 


FRE 1906, in twelve colors and gold. 


As much reading in the year as would fill 20 octavo vols. 


Announcement for the 1906 Volume sent with 
Sample Copies of the Paper Free. _ 





$12,000 will be divided equaliy among subscribers who secure five new subscriptions. Send for information. 


THE YOUTH’S COMPANION, BOSTON, MASS. 
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(Lesson for Nov. 12) OCTOBER 28, 1905 





















